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end * told, ye. whit it inſtruments. Therecare 
various religious er in that work, about which 
find myſelf 


to diſcuſs each of theſe, 1 am not to be unde 
0 deliver my opinion, at preſent, upon all rhe; 
tanches of the work. My- attention is directed 
chiefly to that part in the Abb endix, which- affects the 
Reformed Preſby ö 15 1 this 
country, of Which Lethe honoue-of being a em- 


Abe ſimple mention of my 3 "ol. be 


- Reformed Preſbytry, and your p 
. nee 


1 bf a work of ſa 
portance, having been devolved: upon me: | 
minded to attempt ſomething - id, 
myſelf to embrace the earlieſt o 

videnee confined- ; "oe. 10 M7 oom, fi 
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Gentlemen, what you offer eh the Reformed 
{ogra tt I find to be contained in pages 175, 6, 7. 
of the Re- exhibition. The whole of what you have 5 
offered there, is to their prejudice : not one favourable 
expreſlion hath dropped from your pen concerning 
them. It ſeems, the Reformed Preſbytry, with all in 
ſubjection to them, muſt ſtand in your book of rates, 
as a bad Sett, in which the leaſt good is not found. _ | 
f 


- 
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After all, you have ventured to attack them on one 
quarter only, viz. the ſubject of Magiſtracyß. The 
Reformed Preſbytry, with that freedom which Chr: 
ſtianity allows, have emitted to the world a full ae- { 
count of all their religious doctrines; and it is notun- || 
known, that many of theſe are in full oppolition to the NE 
ſentiments of Seceders. I may mention their doctrine 
about the conſtitution of the revolution church; the 
bond of the Seceſſion for renewing our national cove- | 
- Bants, &c,—Some people have thbught it ſtrange, that 
te Committee ſhould have confined their oppoſition a- 
# iat the Reformed Preſbytry, to the article of Ma- 
4 as divine truth is intereſted in the other points 
ef difference, no leſs than in this. Since your Commit - 
-tee have been pleaſed to let the world hear what they 
ad to ſay againſt the Reformed Preſbytry, on the li- 
5 40 7 article of magiſttacy; I may hint to yon, it 
en be acceptable to many, to know what you have 
to offer againſt them, ou the above-mentioned, or 1 
any other articles of diffstenes: for wy own. 1 
mall Wait for it. 
le ſubject on which you e the Reformed pref. 
byiry, is great and important: God's ordinance of 
evi magiſtracy. Before I approach to the Committee's 
| oBfervations on tha: head, I beg leave to detain you 
With. a preliminary. and its conſequences. Permit me 
0 lay, it is impoſſible for a reader vnacquainted with 
ae pt-your and our church, vpon the ſubject, 
5 BE ain information of the true ſtate of he 1 
th &genuine peas of the Re 38 7 
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| rmed: Prefopiry, by all that the Committee bande | 
From the manner in which your oppoſition; is Haid, id- 
deed, an ignorant reader can hardly eſcape forming 4 ⁵ 
wrong opinion of the doctrine of the Preſbytery. The g 
natural idea which ariſes in the mind, on reading the 
' whole of your paſſage, i is this, That the Reformed Preſ · 
bytry hold it as an eſtabliſhed principle, that the or- 
dinance of civil magiſtracy is finally aboliſhed. in the days 8 0 
of the the go oſpel; or, that the profeſſors of Chriſtianity are * 
a rom moral obligation to civil authority. This 
al 1 1 8 very idea which -ariſes in the mind, from the 
manner in which the Committee have been pleaſed to 
treat the Preſbytry; than which, nothing is more, 
remote from the truth. 

A ſtanding , Teſtimony, as yours. FU intended) = 
for the preſent and ſucceeding. generations, ought to. 
have exhibited a juſtfrepreſentation of every principe 

it meant to reprobate. Before yon had condemned tbe 
Reformed Preſbytry in the ears of the. world, it was 
incumbent on you to have ſtated clearly the matter in 1 
debate; to have told what principle you meant 10 p- =_ 
pole; after which, you were fairly entitled to the lbeecy. =_ 
of diſputation on the ſubject.— This logicians, and all,  'M 
honeſt reaſoners do: and had it been the object of * il 
Committee to have informed the reader, in drder to bi © 
D conviction, this, I am poſitive, you would, have dage ky 
'N alſo. But, perhaps, in the judgment of your Came. 
mittee, conviction may be reached without information: = 
a new invention, indeed, of eccleſiaſtiea tevie weg!; 
All the honour of! it undiminiſhed, hall be ali ibed- 0. 
them. 5 
Whatever the committee way pretend "35 hs 7 excuſe un 
for this capital omiſſion, contrary to the mazims 64 
ſound reaſoning, and injurious to the RE ee _ 
bytry, juſtice and' candor will not. be fool tis . | 
matters of ſuch importance. And, Gen Ae 
we to ſay, a repreſentation, of the 5 its 
. 120 on * head of civil nen LG by f 
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ſa perſeded from the knowledge ya your | 5 
| poſſeſs of them. Defects muſt be ſupplied by Tome'r 
4 for once, I ſhall undertake the taff, ad inform the 


reader what the doctrine of the Reformed preſbyry 
upon magiſtracy is.—Let the following FREIE pro- 
poſition expreſs it. 

The Reformed Preſbytry maintain, That civil ma- 


giſtracy is an ordinance of God, appointed for the pur - 


poſes of his own glory, the good of mankind, and the 


F external defence of the church, originally founded in the 


moral law, the law of nature, now put into the hands of the 
Mediator, as head of all things, for the ſake of the church, 


F clearly revealed to ſinners in the ſacred oracles of inſpi- 


ration; that the people, in whom the radical power of 
veſting magiſtratesis, when bleſſed with divine revelation, 


are ſacredly bound to obſerve the laws, regulations, and 
| | ſtatutes of divine revelation, both in the formation of 


their conſtitutions, and in the inveſtiture of their ma- 


giſtrates, ſupreme and ſubordinate ; that the perſons to 


be veſted with the magiſtracy, in Chriſtian lands, ' who, 
by their office do become God's moral vicegerents, ought 


to be profeſſors of the true religion; that theſe aytain-' 
ments in civil reformation, to which different lands have 
reached, ought to be ſteadily adhered to in the erectiou 
| of magiſtrates; and, that a magiſtracy thus formed, is 
| entitled to ſubjection, as to God's ordinance, from e 
| very ſoul within the territory, for conſcience ake : But 
ift, in oppoſition, to this, a people bleſſed” with divine 
| revelation, and with reformations in mapiſtracy, ac- 
cording to the holy ſcriptures, ſtiall be wicked enough 
do violate the laws of divine revelation, and to overturn 
all their former reformations in magiſtracy, in the new-. 
modelling of their civil conſtitutions, and in the ioveſ- 
1iture of, their magiſtrates; ; and if they ſhall deviſe great 
and groſs corruptions of the true religion, tending to · 
-wards the ſubverſion thereof, adopt theſe into their con- 
== ſtitotion, and make them the foundation of power, and 
F 2 bond * union in the civil ſtate, the Reformed: kreſ. A 
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brich are highly of opioion, that, in ſuch i caſe,” the" | 
maptltracy thus erefted, * ought to be publicly teftifiee | 


againſt; zud that ft has but little claim to fubjeRtion - 5 
from the faithful, for conſcience take. 
Fhe above, 1 think, is the trve doctrine of the Peel. 
ry; che bare rehearfaf of which, in a Chriſtiad ear, 
one is ready to prehend, woule carry aſongſt with it 
irreſiſtible 2 — vpdn the wind.  Seceders theme 
ſelves, though the advotates of another doctriue, under 
the commandiog influence of truth, have-acknowiedged * 
_ materially the truth of the Preſbytry's doctrine in ſome 
of their writings. N uh ffopding, inthe keen defence 
of the rereived d ctriue of their on church, they have - 
avowedly maintained, before God, and the world, that 
the deed of the body politic, in erectiug 5 
wii, upon terms diametrically eppes to tſſe p 
pts of divine revelation, aud in veſtiug the e 
b — of Chriſtianity | with the magiſtraticaF power; 
upon the footing' of theſe conſſitotibns, even within: "a 1 
_ Chriftiarr reformed! land, is the ordinance of God; au“ Ml 
0 1 to ſubjection aud obedience from à Chriſtian” Ml 
for conſcience fake . Let us be aſhamed,,, that 
ſuch fach beten ever dropped from the converſation, 1. 
pits,. pens,” and courts of Preſbyterians, within th 
Chriſtjan' reformed lands! While Seceders and the Re. q 1 
formed Pteſbytry agree, that the right of election be? 
lonys't 0 * People, who' are to 8588 eee they = 


2 The committee refer che Wader to o the Aflsckate debe 
anſwers to. Mit Nairn's Reaſons of Difſent; as a proof of theit po 
litical.do&rine: In p. 30, the reader will find the following -ſenti-; 
ment,—I/herever they voluntarily conſtitute, or conſent, unto. 9 1 
form of civil government, under the rule of any particular perſoa 
whatever: ſm be in the eircumſtances of this their deeds with ret R 3 ; 
to the gyverument or governors which they conſtitute, or conſent u. _ 
to; yet the deed. itſelf, on the ſubſtence-of. the, deed, is always inn 
conſequence of, and agrecable to God's law; wherefore, their go». | 
vertiors, as ſuch and in the ſubſtance of the mattes, are Sr e, 
God, accotding to that law; and this is that divine heath rl. -._- 
the apoſtle aſcribes to all magiſtrates, as ſuch; 49% par 0 
vato . of has . in th Roman empire. 8 Fr, 
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agree in the above particular. As Seceders affirm, that, 
the voice of the 2 in a Chriſtian land, conifers. : 
a validity ypon their deed in veſting magiſtrates, though, - 
on terms clearly and materially repugnant to ſcripture;, 
and the Reformed Preſbytry affirm, that the voice of 


the majority, in a Chriſtian land, can confer no validity 
upon their deed, when repugnant to the great laws of 


ſcriptore.—By this it is not meant, that every leſſer 


evil, or every circumſtantial failure, which may take 
Mc in the erection of magiſtracy amongſt Chriſtians, 
all invalidate the deed, ſo as to render the ſubſtance 


pon the conſcience: for, 


of the action, (otherwiſe good,) ofill and void, and of 


no moral and divine obligation 


alas! we im perfect mortals do frequently, if not always, 
intermingle fin with our very beſt performances; and, 
perhaps, there are but few, if any performances, of an 
extenſive and complicated nature, in which mankind 
'adbere punctually to the letter of the law in all its parts. 
| Ts it any wonder then, if ſome leſſer gyils, or ſome cir- 
| _ *cutaſtantial. failures ſhall be found in the erection of 
magiſtracy, even amongſt Chriſtians, about which ſo 
many ſinful imperfect creatures are concerned, and 
> - Which may have to conflict with difficulties, great and 
|” munerous? But the caſe is vaſtly different, and it is» | - 2 
| - Certainly meant in the Preſbytry's doctrine, when ſub · Su: 
ſtantial evils, affecting the eſſence, and belonging to 
the matter of the deed, fo as to characterize the nature 
and genius of the magiſtracy, are found in the choice 
of the people. — For example, when the choice of a 
majority fixes a conſtitution, the genius of which is 
diametrically oppoſite to the ſcriptures of truth; and, 
it may be, to, the received and eſtabliſhed religion of 


the country, in the preceeding period: or, when the 


choice of a majority lodges the whole civil power, in 
& the hands of the open enemies of Chriſtianity, and the 
E avowed patrons of Antichriſtianiſm. Both theſe caſes. 
are repugnant to the great and ſtaminal laws of ſcripture. 


© - Thoſe two: contradictory opinions, form a wide differs. duc 
| E by: . N 5 . 5 | N 7 | e FR e * 3 1 | | N 
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controverſy princi pally. 5 vb 3 ie 0 F 


"The ſentiment of the Pelbyiry 1 elpou uſe; and think, 
myſelf ſupported by the kalle Judge Ref all contro- 
verſies, God himſelf ſpeaking in holy algen. Hoſea 


viii. 4. They have ſet up kings, but uot by me : they have 
made princes, and I knew it not. This text, far from 
allowing a validity in the deeds of a majority, When 
repugnant to the great laws of ſcripture, eſtabliſhes th. 
doctrine of the Preſbytry, by refuſing to ls 
thoſe idolatrous wicked magiſtrates, whom the «949 i 
Iſraelites had placed in power over them, againſt the 


laws directing and binding their choice. I have fre- 
quently wondered, how Seceders were able to ſatisfy* _ 
their own minds, about the meaning of this text, fo _ 


plainly oppoſite to their received principles. The diſ- 


agrecable conſequences with which the doctrine of the /* 
Seceſſion is replete, confirm me in the belief of hes 
Preſbytry's ſentiment, Some of thoſe it is eaſy to men- 

tion. Their doctrine beſtows upon the voice Sf te 
people, a power of negativing the will of the ſupteue by 


Jehovah; for, whatever he has commanded in His v 


— ſtamped with his ſacred authority, relative w + = 
icy, ceaſes to bind, when the voice of a perverſe 
2 carries the deed againſt it.—It exalts the voice ., 


of a majority to the rank of infallability, and: 


upon the ſame chair with that vile creature, who. firs „ 
in the temple of God. Papiſts ſuppoſe thelr- Pope-ne- - Wl 
ver can err: the Seceſſion argue, as if the voie g e 
people were always right.—lIt entirely ſets 17 5 e 


neceſſity of all laws, divine and human, abe HE 
nius and conditions of the magilttaey,' and * 
cations of magiſtrates ; for the doctrine impfies cM 


voice of a majority, ſimply of itſelf, and alone; tes —_—_ 

the point, — It deſtroys all fundamental good laws E 

I ftate ; for none of theſe, although deriving” an iaviol- .. "5 Þ 

able obligation from the moral law, and apparent ten 
Gs "Ry to the * of the People, 2 in . | 
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5 caſe of heathens, that body of 
the: light of divine revelation, to the caſe of Chri- 
ſtians, illuminated by divine revelation, in order to ſup- | 
port their doctrine, is both ſingular and fallacious. 


Civil, in oppoſition to the corrupt forms of t 
around them; and diſregarding theſe, thiy Were o- 
bliged to accept the laws given to them by God. Since 

the end of their ſeparation. under the conduct of divine 


3 — fig to them, would it not be perverſe reaſoning to 
maintain, that there was no effential difference, in point, 


more juſt reaſoning to maintain a plea, for the juſtifi- 
aon of the validity of deeds among Chriſtians, from 
wut takes 

i = the Chriſtian world is ſeparated, by the wonderful pr 
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glous matters, can bind loager * the, capricious ve 
of a majority carries an alteration of them: thus, it 
£ © ſyppoſes the people to be poſſeſſed of a moral power, 
at the end of each moment, to vary their conſtitotions, 5 
as humour, paſſion, corruption, or aovelty HA dir 
hence an end to conſtitutional ſecurities, original chars 
ters, Ge. Far from being forced, theſe are the natural 
conſequences. of allowing a validity to the voice of a 
majority, when clearly and materially repugnant to ſa 


cred {crip A 
The . of the Seceſſion, in arguing from the, 
fingers, who are without 


No juſt argument can be taken from the one and ap- 


. plied to the other, for this obvious reaſon, that the two 


c caſes are not parallel, 
vine revelation, enjoyed by the Chriſtian world, above 


The ſuperior, advantage of di- 
the world of heathens, forms an eſſential difference be- 


twixt the two. The Iſraelites were ſeparated from all 


nations, to receive a divine ſyſtem of laws, reli ious and 
. world 


providence, from the nations around them, and left in 
darkneſs, was, that they might receive, obſerve, and 
keep pure and entire, the ordinances of Jehoyah, deli- 


af obligation, betwixt them and heathens? Is it any 


place in Heatheniſh countries, from which 


© vidence and grace of almighty God, to the  ejoymant; 


cannot erect a aa tr, complexly 


 theleſs, Heathens' being i KH 
the true God and his moral law, in all ue branches, A. 
not enlightened by divine revelation, ate in 


the moral law, adequate to all the purpoſes of magiltracy 


Mogical. 1 am no enemy to civil, government 1 . 
Heathens: however, it would ſeem to me,.. that H 
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4 Hom. ite one do the other, is Joh abe 8 It * . 


theds,' being ig noranht of the extent of the moral law, bo | 


reſponds to God's ordiaance, revealed in facred Terip- - 


ture. A Heatheniſh*magiſtracy,' it is poſſible; may be 
as complete as the light of a Heatheniſh conſcience ſerves. 

_ to diftate : i 
aſſiltagce of the imperfect ſcraps of the moral law. oh . | 
perform many actions good in them- - | 
good, ought not | 


but it can be nb better. Heathens, by the 


their minds, may 
ſelves ; which; in fo far as they are 
to be condemned, beeauſe they are the actions of 
thens. In agfecablegefs to this maxim, the d 


Heathens, in ereQting a magiſtracy amongſt them, maſt 9 


not be condemned, e done by Meahbny. Nev 


ignorant tu a great meaſure « 


form 4 proper magiſtracy, confottcable to the extent t 


rd around 
Arlt; and lk 


among Chriſtians, and ſerving as a civil” 
the church, truths, and or inances df e 


complexion with that which obtains amongſt 
or amongſt thoſe nations that are the 
Chriſtiatity, muſt be odious in a Chriſtian reformed © 
land; and none but Chriſtians, profeiig the true Tell 
gion, not heatheus, ; ny groſs hereticks, int ; 
perſons, &c. can be 
properly diſcharge” the great duties auge 
office, and incumbent da them. —In"confir 
which, I offer to you the followin reaſons. * 
. T he magiſtrate, in his e 
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taket, which cor- 
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capable to 


fo, a Heatheoiſh magiſtracy, of a magiſträch of hefame ; 1 


moral vicegerent, under him, and over weg; mouph i 


elected by the people, he muſt not be viewet 

creature of the ſtate,” The office he fills, 'beingvbd 

erdination, he becomes by and in ee of i 
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magiſtrates are ſtiled in ſcripture gods : Pal, Ixxxii. 6. 


I have ſaid, Ye are gods ; and all of you are children of 
5. The miniſters of God; Rom. xiii. 4, He | 
is the ane of Cod to thee for good — And their ju 92 


ment is called God's judgment, Deut. i. 17, The / 


ment is God's. To the right and proper exiſtence of 


this character, it is requiſite that magiſtrates do know, 

be able to adopt 

the apoltles creed, 1 Cor. vill 5, 6. For although there be 
that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as 
there be geds many and lords many: 
but dne Cod, the Father, of whom are all things. 
Bow can they a 


profeſs the true God; they mu 


but to us there is 


zvire this creed without the belief of 


the ſcriptures, w which alone do point out, to us lapſed 


ſinners, that in the Godhead there are three perſons ; 
and that Jeſus, who is the Redeemer of ſinners; is one 
of thoſe glorious perſons ? The confuſed deiſtical noti- 
on of a ſupreme power ruling in nature, will not anſwer 
this end. To the right and proper exiſtence of this 


the viencknxN r of God, bis MORAL prevTy Y 1 a 
a viſible JoDGE for him on earth; on which account, 


But 


character, it is alſo requiſite that magiſtrates de ſoher 


utterly inconſiſtent with the charaQter,. that magiſtrates 


been, indeed, the over-ruled inſtruments of providence 


bl Fa ſome good actions to the church; but they are oft- 


ner his hand to punith a ſinful people, and à means to 


try the faith and patience of the ſaints. To elude the 
We force of this, Seceders have had recourſe to an odd 
desice, while the inſtitute a compariſon betwixt me- 
Men, and magiſtrates ; and would 
TY that religion is not more ne- 
48 / eeffary to the character of the one, than it is to that of 

8 a. other: But no mechanic, vo tradeſman, in his me- 


in deportment, and that they exhibit in their own =} 
practice, before the people, God's moral image. It is 


be found profane wretches, or abandoned fracers, wo 
| have caſt off all fear of God in life. Such perſons have 


* ad trading e is God's moral ricege- | 
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* 
* 
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rent; whereas, by the united ſuffrage of both ſcripturs: 
and reaſon, the magiſtrate; 'in his magiſtratical charalter;, 
is God's moral vicegerent: hence it is caſy to*ynder- WM 
ſtand why religion is required to the character of ma! 
giſtrates, and not to that of tradeſmen. It is à dere 
equally odd, to inſtitute a compariſon betwixt parents - 
and children, and magiſtrates and ſubjects, with a'view - | 
to ſhew that religion is not more neceſfary to the tels 
tion of magiſtrates, than it is to that of parents aud 
children. Divine providence hath not allowed to pa- 
rents a freedom of choice, in the quality of their chil 
dren, neither have children a freedom of choice in the 


— r 


binding to fill up the relation. 


cording to that external form which is of divine inſtitnl- 
tion, in the ſacred ſcriptures: to qualify magiſtrates for. Wl 
this, a competent knowledge of the true God, and f jel 
the form of this ordinance, as revealed in facred fetip» - jo 
tures, appears neceſſary ; nay, a becoming ſober-brid- 1 
led converſation is alſo highly requiſite, What per 
in calm reaſon, will plead the right of à babituaF pra i 
fane ſwearer, and open blaſphemer, to adminiſter x ths. 7 
in Jehdrah's name to Chriſtians : Moreover, it 18 the ni 
e ofthe magitrat, in were f de e elle 
7 to explarh. the nature of an oath, to thoſe vd f 
| £4 befare him to make oath, under ſtandiog them TOREng 


ignorant of it, after which, tbe jurant {wearing Bre 
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- | #r muſt de at his own peril: all which requites the Wasn 
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en. to be acquainted with, to confeſs the ſacted 
eriptures before men, and to demean himſelf f 
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thereto. To this purpoſe let us hear the words of in- 


[i art wicked? and to. princes, Ye are ungodly In opp 
[  fition to this it may be urged, That religion is equa 


-- magiſtrate who is to tender the oath ; I anſwer, unleſfs 
the party making oath does poſſeſs a competent know- 
ledge of the nature of an oath, his ſwearing cannot ſerve 
[|| the ſmalleſt purpoſe for which an oath is appointed: 
An oath for confirmation it an end of all ſtrife. But what 
Confirmation can the verbal repetition of the words of 
an oath, by one wholly ignorant of its meaning, give 
| toapy matter in controverſy ? It can give little more than 
fte ſame words repeated by an idiot can do, Again, 

divine providence is the only index pointing qut wit- 

neſſes, in the caſe of controverſy, and in atjeſting facts. 
The magiſtrate is ſhut up, by dire neceſſity, to admit 
uch as providence preſents, and he muſt make the beſt 
'F 1 uſe of theſe he can; but divine providence hath not ſo. 


| Jaw, which directs and binds. them to chſe out from 
'' - amang themſelves perſons qualified for that impbrtant - 
|, office, —Again, a ſtated adminiſtrator, well qualified, is 
of vaſt aſſiſtance to occaſional {wearers : beſides, the 
E tation of a conſtant adminiſtrator, differs exceedingly 
from the ſituation of an occaſional jurant. I hope, I 
way now ſubjoin, that heathens, thoſe who hold opini- 
ons inconſiſtent with Deity, habitual profane ſwearers,, 
open blaſphemers, &c. are perſons by no means qualified 
do fill the place of legal ſtated adminiſtrators of oaths, 
wong a Chriſtian, people. The inſtances of Abimelech's 
+ ſwearing to Abraham, and Zedekiah's ſwearing, to the 
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uitably 
- _ ſpication, Job xxxiv. 18. Ir it fit to ſay to'a king. Thun | 


neeeſſary.in the jurant who.is to make oath, as in the. 


Jimited a Chriſtian people, they are bleſſed with a divine, 


ma ww it Sn 3s an . e 


FL YR 


to ſwear by him, to all the external purpoſes of. — 


ſwear unto me by. Cod. Zedekiah Was a 
king of ahnte an and ſubmitted to. him dy a force - 


in Obriſtian lands, beſides, bis cognoſcing the - civil” 


mies, Sc. withio his country; and this be. is to ꝓtꝰ 


| this can be performed by the profeſſors of the 1 true teli- 


had acquired ſuch 8 of At Got. - 
through his acquaintance with Abraham, as to be able. 


oath; for, in poſitive tetms, he required Abraham to 
ſwear. by the true God, Gen. xxi. 23. New Thergfwre 


to the 


of conquering a The oath was an aachen 
ſecurity, to his 3 of ſubjection to the foreign king, 

41.4 conquoron: and ſeems to have been given by Zed · 
kiah, rather in the ſenſe of a ſecurity to him, at his de- 
mand, than to have been made before hies as an al. 
ieee 8 * 

3. It is an eſſential n of the magiſtrates be 


affairs of the country, to ſupport the true religion; de- | % 
fend the true church of God, and to ſuppreſs the pro- 4 


pogating « of open. idolatry, damnable hereſies, kalte 


rms not merely as a man, —a man of: extenſive inſtur 
3, but as a magiſtrate, —a Chriſtian ruler: but all 


gion alone. The truth of which variouſly appears * — 5 | 
Religious ſcriptural qualifications are required to fe | 

being of the magiſtrate's office, in Chriſtian lands, Exod. .. 
xviii, 21. Thou ſhalt provide out of all the people"able men, © 
ſuch as Fear Cod, men of truth, hating weten s 
2 Sam. xxiii. 3. He that ruleth over men mu le. Tub es n 
ruling in the fear of Cad. The latitude of the-exprefiion 1 
deſerves our notice, over men, not over the Mraghtes: - 1 
only. The inſtances of religious x magiſtrates; - if 


But why need I prove "this to the ee m fy 7 1 w ho 
are already well provided with ample proof of the dd hne by a - 
divine of your own church, the Rev. Mr. Jobn:Brown'of: 


ton, in a fate publication againſt the toleration af laghogey oa 5 1 


While his ſtrictures point out the futility of our modern. not 
favours. of unlimited religious toleration; they effectually 
604 cauſe of the Seceſſion, in one of its l parts, W 
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CF 
ing their power in behalf of the true religion, are re- | 
corded in ſcripture, for ſtanding precedents, to future 
ations; and the inſtances of irreligious magiſtrates | 
are left as beacons, to warh mankind, in all time com- 
ing.—lt is promiſed, that magiſtrates ball be nurſing 
Fathers to the church ; that kings ſpall bring gifts to G 
houſe at Jeruſalem ; that the mige kings on earth all . 
du ſervice to the Redeemer, 8&c,— Theſe, and ſimilar pro- 
miſes afford ground to believe, that the Chriftian world || *© 
vill be favoured with ſuch magiſtrares, as part of the || *© 
lory of the latter day; when the thrones, crowns, and 1 * 
foe ceptres-of princes ſhall be conſecrated to Meſſiah, in | 
the ſervice of his intereſt, and church on earth: and 8 
they point out the evident duty of a Chriſtian people, 8 
to ſeek after ſuch. ——Magiſtrates, in their official cha- 
racter, are commanded to ſerve Chriſt in the intereſt of h; 
his truth, and church on earth, Pſalm ii. 17, f 2. Ove nf 
kings, —ſerve the Lord: Kiſs the Son. — not theſe - 
thiogs furniſh ground for our belief, that religion con- 
nects with, and belongs to the magiſtratical function? 
4. Magiſtrates, in virtue of their office, ought ta 
{| - beliving examples of morality before the people of their 
IF Jjurifdiftion. The moral law, on the principles of which 
their commanding and judging the people ought to 
proceed, ſhould be exhibited in their perſonal deport - 
ment. The judges of the moral law onght to be keep - 
cer of the moral law. But is it poſſible to ſeparate this. 
tom religion? The duties of the moral law, in both 
$7; tables, are connected: no ſcheme ſets them aſunder; 
the deiſtical ſcheme of ſeparating betwixt piety to God 
and benevolence to men (the fictitious idol of our mo- 
dern moraliſts) excepted. How ſalu tary the good ex- 
ample of rulers among the people! Alas! how perni- 
cious the evil example of the judge who fears not God wh 
De wicked walk on every fide, when the vileſt min are 
WE exalted, Plal. xii. 8 % For. theſe, and other good reaſons, . 
1 1 apprehend, the Reformed Preſbytry are in the right, 
Ha when they — the —— of {criptural mn, * 


7 


— 


— 


l 
and of ſcriptural qualifications in magiſtrates ruling 
ver a Chriſtian people; and, out of conſcience to yo - 
ordinance, refuſe to acknowledge, as lawful ſcriptutal 


conſtitutions, and magiſtrates, thoſe that are void of. 
ſuch characters, which a people, inatentive to, or de- 
ſpiſing God's ordinance, according to his word, may ſet 
up amongſt them. may now aſk, What juſt ground 
is there for the Burgher miniſters, to declaim with ſo 
much virulence, againſt the Reformed Preſbytry from 
the pulpit, as it is ſaid they do; and with the armour 
of miſrepreſentations, and warm invectives, to clotbe 
their people againſt the power of ſacred truth taught by _ 
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Au 


have been pleaſed to do in the Re-exhibition ? 
The Committee's animadverſions upon the Preſby - 


=. | l 
535 


ed. Theſe are few in number, and quickly diſpatched. 


[i 
ow 


* proved policy in the Committee, or an act of metcy. 
da be Preſbytry, the Committee ſurely are the propere = 


ich iodges to determine. —It has been ſaid, long elaborate 
"> barangpes agaioſt the Preſbytry, from the en 


diſguſting to many of the Burgher hearers; A 6 
confirmation. of this, never to be forgotten by the 
die Burgher preachers, is the event which fell out, laſt” 
ear, in the pariſh of Shots, when a preacher of that, 
fraternity, upon the Lord's day, declaiming wich great 
zeal againſt the Preſbytry, became ſo diſpleaſing to his 
audience, that ſome of the Burghers preſent, incapable. 
to endure. longer, roſe, and offered public oppolition. 
to the preacher, in the time of his ſermon. Perhaps, 
this inſtance has been an uſeful hint to ſtudy brevity on 
the ſame ſubject, in time coming,—If the haſty diſpa . 
as intended as an act of mercy to the Preſbytey.. leſt. 


alia ; unto ben, 1 lament that prudence was 2 3 


the Preſbytry on this article? And in particular, what | 
good ground is there for the liberty your Committee 
have taken to treat them with ſo much obloquy, as you | | 


try, as found in the Appendix, now fall to be examin- 


ong dwelling on their evils ſhould. have proved 0 
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Whether this deſerves to be reckoned an inſtancꝶ of i im. | i | 
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155 ly 2 4. Wüclitg. to conduct this amiable priock le to tis 3 


1 15 


proper object: had mercy been under the c nduct ot 
prudence, the good of the Presbytry was more likely to 
haye been reached. The recovery of the Presbytry . 


error, (fuppoſing their principle to be ſuch, ) is the pr 


per deſign of mercy; -prudence would have conduits - 
the Committee iato the right way of reaching this, by 
4 more full diſcuſſion of the ſubject, in the mode of 


jut repreſentation, and ſolid argument. 


Gentlemen, believe me, I am in no paſſion, ben 4 


1 


other pa 


averr, That yont obſervations are a cluſter of mere al- 
_ *Fertions ànd ſuppoſitions, without reaſoning, and with- - 
- -out proof.” Redoning and proof are employed in' ſome 
rts of the work; bat thoſe preclous ſtores ap- 


pear to be wholly exhauſted, for none of them are had 


73 
4 


When the combat is maintained agalnſt the Ptesbytry. 
The language of your obſervations is malicious. A few 
lines contain all that the Committee have offered, and 
in theſe the malicious epither 4ntipovernment is appl 
no lels than four times to the Reformed Preibyiry. and 
4 1 the people under their inſpection. The Preſbytry | 


ied 


are wholly iadebted to the Seceſſion for this epicher. 


It is a ſweet morſel rolled under their tongue: and. 
20 he: pleaſantly do they feed upon it! With: 


0 


"warmth do they talk it over in. company ! Wich Fügt 


dehemence do they breathe it from the pufpit! With 
what aceentuation do they mark it in their books! The 


term 1 ſigaifies thoſe who deny the very] 
"being of 89 


vern 


. government of G 


went, 


vernment, and who are enemies ro all go- 
divine and human: enemies to the moral 
od over the world, the government of 


His grace in the ſou], the government of miniſters in. the 
church, and the government of magiſtrates in the ſtate, 
It is a piece of groſs ſlander to beſtow this epithet up; 


on the Pralbytry. 


I know of none to whom the term 
can be applied, except to devils aud impenitent ſinners; 
aud is vu can drag the Presbytry in among them, . thu 
21 — the naue will: be OP to theas. TM 
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; ewe reaſon, for which e indo 
; ther fo liberally” e the Presbytry, is, 1 * 
3 Preſbytry differ from them, about the ſacred: mode ot | 
\ | civil magiſtracy; and, Hopping ſhort of their length. 
| 


- > * 
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refuſe to own, as God's moral ordinance, agreeable td 
his holy word, what they ate perſuaded W . 5 
y _ warrant there. "iq; ; 
f | 4 s the Probytey acknowledge that civil. 
is an ordinance of the, ſupreme Jehovah, an - 8 
ever they find this Pat een amongſt men, according to 1 
(- | His word, they deſire to revete it for. conſcience ſake ; 
i- | fothe ill. vatured name cannot. diſquiet the conſcious - M 
ie integrity of their hearts. But there is not, perhaps, 
p- an epithet better adapted to reader thoſe, upon whom. - W 
ad it is beſtowed, obnoxious to the general reſentment of ' 
y. | mankind, and to irritate reigning powers againſt them, 
wi than the very epithet Anti-govermnent : and with this- 
ad intention, 1 cannot reſtrain my mind from thinking, - 
ed you, Gentlemen, have uſed it; and by the.conſtant, but 
nd jejone repetition thereof, you. hope to ſtain the 559 
try raQter of your opponents. In this practice you. 1 
et. the infamous. deeds of the old Infotmers in Scotland: 
but, to your ſevere mortification, I mult let you know, ©- 
hat chat intelligent diſintereſted perſons are-incapable.to Þ 
| | Impreſſed by the invettives of a. body of men, whom -i 
they underftand the Reformed. Presbytry have. foiled-in- 


he argument.—I ſubmit it to the judicious public, whe» . 
ery ther the principle of the Seceſſion, which makes the 

ge- right of princes to the throne, to hinge purely upon the 

oral fluctuating voice of a majority: and Which allow a fe 

t of jority; inclining to do ſo, a lawful power to Jetttade - 
chef the prince, without any cauſe of offence giren b * Al 
tate, and to exalt another to the ſame throne; or, the: 1 N 1 
up ciple of the Presbytry, wbich pleads the neteſſity of 


proper qualifications in ihe prince, with 1 „ 
tion of government; and requires. the ſubyed £6 — 
a. conſcientious ſubiection to biw, withagt 8 
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+ If Tmay be allowed to anticipate the jenen of 


this great tribunal, I would give it in the affirmative as 
to the firſt. To make it plain, by one inſtance, I would 


ſay, Had e Pretender to the Britiſh throne, in his late 


unſucceſsful attempt, in the year 1745, been ſo fortu- 
nate, as to have procured a majority of voices in the 


1! Britiſh dominions, in favours] of his claim to that 
| throne; then, according to the principle of the Secel- 
" fion, he would: have become the only lawful prince, 
and the houſe of Hanover, with the reigning priace, 


= mult have been ſtripped of all right to that throne; 


and, if they had perſiſted in making claim to it, muſt 
#\ Have been viewed as daring pretenders, and baſe trüitet. 
Or ſuppoſe any popular minority Gentleman, at preſerit 


( 20+ 5 . Ss i 
| fol his W ad to exalt the baſe of men unto we a 
I. ay, I ſubmit to the public, whether the firſt, or tbe 


laſt of theſe principles, contains in it moſt of. the Anti- 8 
government ſyſtem. 5 


* 


in the Honſe of Commons, ſhould acquire that degree 


ol popularity amongſt the majority of the different ranks 
in theſe lands, as to induce them to vote for him the 


throne, now occupied by George III. king of Great 


Britain, according to the principle of the Seceſſion, this 
perfon would be the only lawful king in Great. Britain, i 


1 and king George III. would be diveſted of all right io 
His throne, and Seceders themſelves would be heard to 


King. All intelligent perſons cannot mifs to perceive 


the capital, if not the only teſſera of legal loyalty. 


join the falutation of the great body, Gd ſave the new | 


| fomething of an Anti-government nature in this principle. 
On what then does the ſtability of ſeceding loyalty to his 
preſent Majeſty, nay, to the Britiſh conſtitution reſt ? It 
veſts on the fluct uating voice of a majority. To ſome it 
an pears probable, this may be the hidden reaſon, why 
Szceders refuſed the lawf blaeſs of thoſe oaths to the pre- 
leut government, which the government itſelf has AGE: ö 


Iris no new practice in the Seceſſion to enclam My : 
| pt the old unters as 9 men, we: 5 


I 24: as 3 

3 * bab ainſ them a flood of calumny 1 
head: with great delibetation they can call them, en 

of bloody principles, enemies to 7 magiftraty,. re- 5 

belt Dina the king, the foes. of their own. country, &c. wo 

&c. &c. While the Preſbytry frankly confeſs, their on 
principles concerning the brdinauce of magiſtracy, and 
the preſent conſtitution of Great- Britain, civil, and, ec- 
cleſiaſtic; they deny the truth, and laugh at the folly, 
of all ſuch charges. Their teſtimony, as lifted up a- 
gainſt public evils and defections, is properly a teſtimony 
againſt the nations at large, for the heinous figs of ſet - 

- ting aſide the good reformation, and of. taking 1 into its 
place manifold corruptions, which being inlaid into he 
conſtitutions of theſe lands, are Wa in the admi-, 4 
niſtration; and againſt the different ranks, in baren 4 

according to their reſpective connections with the. 

evils. Their teſtimony is a teſtimony againſt the. body 2 

politic, or all active in the change, for the ſin of roa, 

away, and expunging the good conſtitutions of out la 

thers, founded on the word of God; and for voting: ' il 
Land introducing into their room the preſent prelatical, = 
and eraſtian conſtitutions; as alſo againſt all conſenters 9 
to this deed, with thoſe who ſtand neutral in the mat⸗-⸗ 
ter. Their teſtimony is a teſtimony againſt all. ſubjects, W 

for veſting and pleading the lawfulneſs of magiſtrates, 
ſupreme and ſubordinate, on ſuch a footing; and a- 
gainſt all magiſtrates, ſupreme and ſubordinate, for ac- 

cepting and exerciſing their office, on ſuch a footing. 9 
Their teſtimony i is a teſtimony agaiuſt allincorporating. 
with bodies ſo formed; efpecially when the terms f 
admiĩſſion are in themſelves ſinful.— Such is the 3 1 
of the Preſbytry s teſtimony; in the = 
which, the innocence-and inoffenſiveneſs of iheir 1 — no 
have been witneſſed, by the eyes of thouſands;.: 'Theix; = 
hearts deſire and prayer to God for the nations; and 
ranks therein, is, that they may be ſaved. Bloog ang, 
anghtets tumulis and mutiny, are not the inſt | 
of Reformation : ww an 1 45 their 1 | 
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3 n out ee fainteſt traces of theſe in their uten. c 
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WE: involve the perſon in fin ; though, when a co-operati-- 


; Some of theſe have fallen out in their times; and it 4 
ſ ways was their care not to touch the unclean thing. 


1 mould like to know, in what rebellion; riot, Kg 


9 inſurrection, or tumult it was, that the ſelect Commit 


tee of the Burgher Aſſociate ſynod found the Old Diſs 
ſetters engaged directly or indirectly, that they have 
characterized them ſo freely by the name Anti- govern- 

ment. The old Diſſenters deſire to be humbled before 


| God, that they are men of the like ſinful paſſions with 
i others, and that they are liable, through the united 
force of corruption and temptation, to run into the 


ſame excels of riot with all others; but they have re- 
ſon to bleſs the name of God, that hitherto, their moſt 
Inveterate oppoſers have not found occaſion to fix thoſe 
diforderly practices upon them; and I, one of the moſt. 


unworthy of their number, do, in their name, put 


both the Committee, and their grand conſtituents the. - 
E the ſupreme judicatory of your church, to an 
abſolute defiance, on that particular.— The characters 


[of ſome in the nations are ainiable to them; and to the 
perſons of all of them; from the higheſt to the loweſt, 


they are free of prej judice; they are well affected. They 0 


account it their duty, to exert themſelves for the good 


of their neighbour, and their country; and -fimcerely 

regret, that, in many inſtances, the finful asp | 

of Union ſnut them out from contributing, by their 
ic endeavours, to the good of others, in a more 


extenſi ve ſphiere. They view themſelves bound by the 


ſacred authority of the moral law to the practice of all 


4 relative duũes, to their country and to mankind, which 
leads them to comply with every ſocial regulation, plan, 
and eonſtitution, adapted to promote the diſcharge of _ 


theſe duties, when a compliance therewith does not 


' Rf on is eſtabliſhed on-a compliance with ſinful terms, the | 


| old Diſſchters, regarding the divine precept, Say ye 
i 1 PR 4 __ OO lia, . * * content a, * * 
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peiteadle Ades and walt for the errlyatof EY 8 
tires, when the terms of ri righteouſneſs ſhall beeeme vhs © 
avenues leading to a coaleſcence, and 4 WI 
with their wr of mankiad. The judicious public - 
may judge, if perſons of theſe principles and prattices 
do brea out rebellion againſt mapiſtrates; and enn 


Bar ſuch are the perſons whom your Committee have 
called by the hard and un juſt name Anti-governiitatt 
The Committee begin their attack agaiuſt the Preſs 

bytry, by the Covenants National and Solemn League; 
with the fourth ſection of the twenty · third chapter bf 
the Confeſſion of Faith. Gentlemen, I am happy % 
meet you upon the field of out Covenants and Senfelft⸗ 
ons. As you and 1 profeſs to own the propriety 6 
theſe for ſubordinate ſtandards, it is ſuperfluous to at- 


tempt a provt of their orthodoxy. The controverſy 


betwixt us turns upon the ſenſe in which our pioss 
reformers underſtood theſe ſtandards. - Tou alled; 


ge, 
that theſe Covenants and that Confeſſion, in the ſenſe | 


of the reformers, allow a Chriſtian -reformed* people, - 


ſuch as the reformed lands of Britain, to acknowledge © 
for God's ordinance any wagiſtrates, Whatever e, 


they may -profeſs, Whether it be Heatheniſſi, Mabheme- 


tan, Jewiſh, Popiſh, Prelatic, &c. ; and Whatever affe 
the terms on which ſuch perſons are veſted with ſüchk 
power; providing always their inſtalment is by the voice ' 
of the people. That this was their meaning, F refuſes. 
and do maintain it was the general current fentiment O + \l 
our molt eminent reformers, from the firſt dawn fe 
formation, to its brighteſt ſplendor ; was the ſpirit of Ut "3x | 

their exertions in favours of a civil reformation?” and is 
the true ſenſe of theſe Covenants, and that 'Confefſion,” | 
to acknowledge none as God's ordinance, in Tuch lands; 
but thefe who ſettled upon ſcriptural, conftitetios. 
poſſeſs ſcriptbral qualifications, are inſtalled into office). 


in an agreeable manner, and Rh, _— Rag In 184 = 
tence of- * true p l e 27 5 i 
| | 9 5 1 : op L 


if averted unto, will throw light upon, and 
the meaving of any paſſage io the writings and ſtan- 
i dards of the reformation, the interpretation. of which 
map appear doubtful.—That this is a diſtinRion of our 
= reformers own making, thoſe who are verſant | in their, 


* 


(224 ) + 
85 am now to en my . of the truth of this 
aſſertion: It ſhall be taken out of a few quotations from 


de publications of the reformers, the meaning of which 
does not admit of controverſy But, previous to this, 
} . ſhall ſuggeſt to you a diſtinction, which the reformers, 
and the writers upon their cauſe, made betwixt Chriſtian 
' reformed lands, and wienbightened unreformed lands. 
They allowed that many things might be borne with in 
the one, which could not be borne with in the other; 
and that the reaſons which made ir plainly unlawful to 


acknowledge, as God's ordinance, perſons profeſſing a 


falſe religion, and engaged to ſupport this, as a condi- 
tion of power, within a reformed land, did not apply 
with the ſame force to reject authority in the perſons 
of heathens, in an unenlightened unreformed land: 
they did not condemn the magiſtracy of heatheniſh | 
countries in itſelf, but permitted the ſubjects of reform- 
cd lands, when travelling through, trading with, or 
. , reſiding within heatheniſh lands, to ſubmit unto the 
rulers of the place; and to comply with their conſtitu - 
_ tions and laws, in ſo far as theſe were not repugnant 


to any law of God. This diſtinction of our e 
aſcertain 


hiſtory cannot fail to perceive. 
My firſt quotation is taken hom the Rev. Mr. John 


= FKoox, an eminent reforming miniſter, who lived ia ths; 
W beginning of the reformation in Scotland, whoſe ſenti- 
W ments were approved by many of his co- temporary re- 
= formers, and by the propogators of the fame cauſe after 


him. The quotation is taken from the contents of his 


ſecond blaſt of the trumpet, diſtributed into four poſi- 

= tions; and pity it is the world was not favoured with; 

his own explanation of theſe at large !— 
+ * only, nor Ry of blood, that 1 a; 


2 1% 1.6; 


1 


(2g 3), 


"i lawfully to reiga above a people PO obne 15 


Jeſus, and his eterhal verity; but in his election malt 
the ordinance which God hath eſtabliſhed in the electi- 


on of inferior judges be obſerved.— 2. No manifeſt ido* 


lator, nor notorious tranſgreſſor of God's holy precepts, 7 | 


ought to be promoted to any public regimen, honour,” 
or dignity in any realm, province, or city, that have 
ſubmitted themſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, and to his blefled - 
evangel.— 3. Neither can oath nor promiſe bind any ſuch 
people, to obey and maintain tyrants againſt God and 
againſt his truth known,—4.' Bot, if either raſhly they | 
have promoted any manifeſt wicked perſon, or yet ig- 
norantly haye choſen any ſuch an one, as after declareth 


himſelf unworthy of regimen above the people of God. 1 


(and ſuch be all idolators and cruel: perſecutors) molt 
juſtly may the ſame men depoſe and puniſh him, that 


unadviſedly before they did nominate, appoint,” and” 
ele“? 2 


My ſecond quotation is taken from. a declaration of 2 | 


the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland, con- 
cerning the preſent dangers of religion, and eſpecially ? 
the unlawful engagement in war, againſt. the kingdom 
of England, Ge. dated at Edinburgh, the laſt day of 


the ſecond article,” [viz. of the Solemn League, 


ſons, (as is expreſt in the covenant,) there is in the He 
declaration of the committee of eſtates, a deſire of the. . 
Queen's retura, without any condition tending! tothe; 
re!traint of her maſs, or exerciſe of Popery : "We ts... 
alſo conceive there is a tacit condeſcending to the les 


in his Majeſty's family, becauſe it was reſerved by him+ = 
ſelf in his conceſſion, brought home by the commiſſio- ITS 


vers of the kingdom; ſo theſe conceſſions were never 


J Phlaialy declared by the parliament to be vaſuidfetives. 


to their Lordſhipy: belt: it hath * often Ye 


1 


July, P. M. 1648.; wherein, inter alia, they ſay, 5 


is violated ; becauſe, inſtead of endeavouring to e 5 : 
tirpate Popery and ſuperſtition without reſpect of per- 


ration of ſaperſtition, and the book of common prayer, - © - al 


. 
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publicly declared by himſelf,. ſhortly after he went to, 
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— 4 : * IG 
, & 


"= and by his coronatian-oath, to maintain arch-, 


reſtore 1 WE”. 


neceſſary warning and declaration of the ſame church 
of Scotland, unto all the members thereof, concerning 
preſent and. immigent dangers, and concerning duties 
dee thereto; dated at Edinburgh, 27th July, 4. M. 
1649. ; wherein, inter alia, they ſay, lu the League 
and Covenant which hath been ſo ſolemnly. ſworn and 
rege wed by this kingdom, the duty of defending. and 
pPeeſerving the king's Majeſty's perlon and authority, is 
Poined, with, and ſubordinate unto the duty of preſerv- 
_. ingand defending the true religion, and the fiber ties of 

| the kingdom: and therefore, his Majeſty ſanding, in 
= oppoſition to the juſt and peceſſary public deſires con- 
_ cerging religion and libet ties, it were a manifeſt breach 
of covenant, and a preferring of the King's intereſt to 
tha intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, to bring him to the exerciſe 
oft his ropal power, which he, walking in a contrary 
wap, and being compaſſed about with malignant coun, 

5 —5 8 bur de date abe prejudice and 99 of 
8 3 
My fourth the Gudiation - is taken fron: the tell 
wos of the Rev: Mr. James Reawick, left in the bands 
of Mr, Robert Hamilton, gentleman, before bis enirj 
0 a wk of the A W inter * a 
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PETTY ds fired; neither can we mee how tha- 


with endeayquring to bring his Majeſt with honour, 


London, without any ſecurity. had from. him, for the 
. _ abolition of Prelacy; it being. his known principle, (and | 


_ the ifle of Wight) that he held himſelf obliged in con- 
biſhops, biſhops, &c.—Caa it be ſaid they are endea · 
vouring to extirpate Prelagy, who after ſuch a declara- 
tion would put in his el 3 hand an 8 to 


iI «bird quotation is taken. n 


* 1 


- 


"our noble conſtitution. of church aud Nate-governmeat, 
arrogating to himſelf a blaſphemous ſupremacy in mat, 
ters ecclefiaſtic, altogether inconſiſtent with the kingly | 
office of. our bleſſed Lord. Jeſus: Chriſt, —By him it is 
made eſſential to the crown by the act explanatory of . 
the ſupremacy, declaring the ſame to be eſſential to the 
crown, to him and his ſucceſſors; ſo that he cannot be 
owned or acknowledged as king, nor any ſoccooding. - 
upon that foundation, be they. who they will; without 
denying of Jeſus Chriſt, and being guilty of leſe-majeſty * 
againſt the King of kings, who will not give his glory 
. to another. None can pretend any diſtinction, unleſs 
they voold cheat themſelves out of the truth, and be- 
come guilty of his blaſphemous robbing of the Son of 
God ; for he hath no civil power diſtinct from his ſu- 
preinacy : that, I ſay; bis ſupremacy is the foundation 
bol all power he pleads for, and takes all acknowledging - 
of him as an acknowledgment thereof, and ee 
we. not? Seeing it is made eſſential to the cron. 
ITbeſe few are all the quotations I judge nereſſary 60 
Aadvee at preſent. To me they appear fully ffficient 
40 aſcertain the point in queſtion: I now aſle ou, up — 
o reading them over; Do you think it to be àgr 3 
to theſe declaratious of our reformers, that perſons:of — 3 
every falſe religion: the very worſt you can ſuppoſe, - 
and engaged as a condition of government to ſappore © | 
that religion, ought to be .cer as lawfulk 
rulęrs in a Chriſtian reformed land, particularly, in the = 
Chriſtian reformed lands of Britain and Ireland? Again, 
Do you think it to be conſiſtent with theſe declarations - 
of our reformers to maintain, that our reformers under = 
ſtood the National Covenant of Scotland, the? +4 | 
League of Scotland, Eogland, and Ireland, and the: 
' Confeſſion of Faith, in a ſenſe in which they. 2 
bound to Prelatic princes, particularly, to princes cite -- 
cumſeribed by the conſtitution, and engaged by: 0 | 
nation oath, to profeſs in their own perſops,- and oy > 
e wirhin Tk dowinions war falls up n 
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n of N ? The truth is, our reger ve honghe 
not ſo, neither do theſe covenants and that confeſſion - 
mean ſo, in the judgment of the reformers themſelves, | 
as expreſſed by the General Aſſembly above, who muſt 

be allowed by all, to be the ſoundeſt interpreters of 


|  +manifeſt idolator, nor notorious tranſgreſſor of God's 
boly precepts ought to be promoted to any public regi. . 
men in a realm or province, that have ſubmitted them- 
ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt : neither can oath bind any ſuch 
people to obey and maintain tyrants againſt God and 
"his truth known.” That worthy miniſter does not 
qualify his doctrine by the 223 of the Seceſſion 
church, tyrants againſt mea in their natural lives and 
civil privileges; but tyrants againſt God and his truth 
known. This doctrine of Mr. Knox exactly agrees to 
the doftrine of the Reformed Preſbytry; and, upon it 
as a firſt principle, drawa from ſcripture, the whole 
fabrick of the civil reformation was reared. It is much 
to the honour of the Scotch nation, that the Father of 
lights was graciouſly pleaſed to diſcover this principle to 
our reformers, in the dawn of reformation. Havin 
underſtood it, the reformers employed their moſt vigo- 
rous efforte, conſiſtent with duty, to ere&t amongſt 
them a ſcriptural magiſtracy. It ought not to be reck · 
oned a ſmall attainment in the progrels of civil reforma- 
tion, that our reformers procured Popery and idolatry 
to be' baniſhed the throne, in the days of James VI. a 
prince, who, during his reign in Scotland before his 
= acceſſion to the crown of England, appeared to be of a 
changing ſentiment in religion, ſometimes favouring 
Preſbytery, and ſometimes favouring Prelacy. That 
the reformers owned and ſubmitted to James VI. is not 
denied; but ſevera! things merit our attention in that 
WW caſe, and in that period, 1, The reformation was then 
in its infancy; it had not grown up to the ſame ſtature. 
it did afterwards, The Seceſſion themſelves give a pre- 
Ference ip” the laſt W period, betwixt the Ws 
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their own ſtandards. Says Mr. Knox, as above, No | 
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an article in the conditions of government, obliging him 
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bond which was ſubjoined to the National Covenant in 
the year 1638. the oath runs thus, We ſhall, to the 
uttermoſt of our power, with our means and lives, 


578 


quity of blood of itſelf did not make a king to reign 


mation, till the united force of the enormous imme. 


ol the royal family convinced the friends of the refgt 8 | 


A - 


1638, and 1650. 2. The different ranks were not "Y 

extenſively reformed ; there exiſted a numerous body itt. 
power who did not embrace the reformation, 3. There 
was not an article in the terms of inveſtitufe, obligiag 
king James to be, in his own perſon and family, of the 
Epiſcopal communion: what profeſſion of Prelacy he 
made was purely perſonal, and ir was ſtill lamented as 
a great grievance by the reformers... 4. There was not 


to ſupport the prelatical religion. 5. The oath of al- 
legiance in the National Covenant is well-worded, and 
properly guarded, and ſeems to be limited by the king's 

maintaining the true religion, as contained in the Scotch 
Confeſſion. The oath of the jurants runs thus, We 
promiſe with our hearts under the fame oath, that weſhall _ 
defend his perſon and authority, with our goods, bodies, 
and lives, in the defence of Chriſt his evangel.“ lu the 


ſtand to the defence of our dread ſovereign the king's - 
majeſty, hisiperſon and authority, in the defence and 
prefer vation of the foreſaid true religion.” 6. The 
minds of our teformets, at this early period, do not 
ſeem to have been fully emancipated from the bondage 
of the national prejudice, in favours of the doctrine of 
hereditary right to the crown : Although they had ſome 
view of the truth of Mr. Knox' doQrine, that propiu- 


lawfully over a people profeſſing Chriſt and his goſpel; 
yet the old Scotiſh idea of hereditary right appears 0 
have been a ſhackle upon the progreſs of the civil tere 


ties, and intolerable deſpotiſm of the lineal deſcetid 


mation, in later times, to their colt, of the wager a an 4 
error of ſuch au opinion. . 
Det . reformers, bereue the necelſie ot. 
D we i | 


1 ORE Lu OED 

WW ſcriptural conſtitutions, and of ſcriptural qualifications it 
is rolers, and at the ſame; time acting in part under the — 
influence of the idea of hereditary right by birth to the. ti 
crown, it was impoſſible but the civil reformation be- te 
hoved to be retarded, and the reformers themſelves re- t 
duced to a perplexing dilemma, particularly, when the f 
minds of the lineal deſcendants run croſs to the good , | w 
cauſe of the reformation ; and if there are apy things in 
their conduct, which do not appear to quadrate ſo ex- 

actly to the great and leading principle in the reforma- 

tion, the neceſſity of magiſtrates poſſeſliog ſcriptural * 
qualifications, and employing the power committed to 

them by the ſtate, to the protection of the true religion, 
perhaps, we may, without paſſing cenſure upon theſe 
great and ſhining lights, our reformers, impute theſe to 

an over-zealous attachment to the per ſons of men, or 

to the Scotiſh idea of hereditary: fight in the reigning 
tamily, as the juſticauſe. VVV 

All theſe things conſidered, I leave with you, Gen- 
tlemen, the three following queſtions to be anſwered.— 
1. Is there any, even the very leaſt room left for Sece- 

gs ders to plead, that their principles, which acknowledge 

as lawful every magiſtracy, even thoſe of the moſt hel- 

lich religion, and engaged as a condition of power to 
maintain that religion, are the fame with thoſe of , our 

Wt reformers in the times of James VI. ?—2, Is it conſiſt- 
est with truth to affirm, in the ſtrong language of the 

Re. exhibition, that allegiance is ſolemnly ſworn in the 

| National covenant to a prelatic prince ?—3, Is there any 

e ſimilarity betwixt the caſe of James VI. and that of the 
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its arms to embrüce the man of ſin into coil n y 
Alt does not become us to diſparage the civil reforma- 
tion, in the days of James VI. before his advancement 
to the . Engliſh throne; notwithſtanding it is no more 
than juſt to acknowledge thankfully, that the civil re- 
I formation, in the times of Charles I. and Clarks = 
, | was advanced a degree beyond that. | 
In theſe later times, prelacy was poſitively dickrals - 
to be. inadmiſſible to the throne; and the profeſſion of + 
the true religion was declared to be an eſſential-qualifi- 
adios tothe filling up of that high and important ſtation, 
of the truth of this the Solemn League, in the time of 
Charles I. and the coronation-oath of Charles II. are 
ſufficient vouchers. On this ay thority I am warranted 
to refuſe what your Re- exhibition maintains, namely, 
That our reformers ſolemnly ſwore allegiance in the So- 
lemn League to a prelatic prinee. That Charles I. was 
a prelatiſt by principle, and engaged by-oath to mains. 
- Bf tain prelacy, I frankly grant; but the weight of this, 
— If along with other concomitant evils, at laſt, were felt by 
the reformers, which iſſued in making hat grand bond 
e of confederacy among the three nations of Scotland, 
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1 England, and Ireland, called the Solemn League. A 
o it is the incumbent duty, and unalienable privilege of 
ur a people to amend their conſtitutions and laws, and to 
t- WW change them to the better, at all times, according to 
he their improved meaſures of knowledge, though at no 
he time to the worſe; ſo the framers of that league, at the 
ay time of the formation thereof, made a notable change tio 
he the better in their conſtitution. - In the bond our re- 


ed formers ſwear. to extirpate both Popery and Prelacy out . 0 
t- of the lands, by all ſcriptural means; but not rejecting 
WB their king, they are ſtill willing to own him in hat 
character, providing he can be perſuaded to come ot 4 
into their views about religion, to renounce. prelagy, e 
withdraw his royal ſupport from that falſe religion: i EE. 
the nations, to beſtow it upon Preſbytery, aud A 
ela. in 1 own N the rem e Un 
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Cay 


this footin g they 
therwiſe. It is ſtrange 


in their acknowledgment of Charles I. on ſuppoſition 
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port to Prelacy. 
Bout if, in oppoſition to this, it ſhould de pled by your 
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by the jurants, as an obligation upon them to Charles I. 

whether remaining Prelatiſt, or becoming a convert 
to Preſbytery: I appeal the controverſy from the bar of 
Seceders and Diſſenters, unto the General Aſſembly of 
the reformed church of Scotland; a church much more 
famous than them both. In their determination let us 
chearfully acquieſce.: and for this we have the moſt va- 
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. | finite ſenſe of the oath they had ſworn. , What their 
tions. In the ſecond quotation the General Aſſembly 
are explaining the meaning of the ſecond article of the 
Solemn League: they ſay in the following words, We 
cannot conceive how the clauſe concerning the extirpa- 
tion of Prelacyſcan conſiſt with bringing his Majeſty 
with honour, freedom, and ſafety, to one of his houſes in 
and about London, without auy ſecurity had from him 
for the abolition of Prelacy. — Such is the judgment 
of the Aſſembly concerning the meaning of the Solemy 
League, and it comes out in full oppolition to ue Re. 
_ exhibition. | 

If I underſtand the knport of language, our ow” 
mers declare, that Charles 1. could be no longer owned, 
in a conſiſtency with their ſwearing to the” extirparigil 
of Prelacy, than by his laying aſide that abjured religi- 
5 on, and by his becoming a profeſſor of the religion 
_ {wort to in the bond. Agreeable to this, the Aſſembly 
4 . 4 v1 | ſay, in the third quotation, concerning the veſting of 
+ Charles II. The duty of defending and preſerving the 
55 4)ally's ans and when is {born 


bind themſelves to him, but not o⸗ ; 
to affirm, that our reformers © 
meant, by the oath in the Solemn League, to perſevere 


of his remaining Prelatiſt, nd continuing his royal ſup- 


cComqmittee, that the oath in the Solemn League was meant 


lid reaſon, as the Aſſembly certainly underſtood the de- 


determination is we find in my ſecond and third quota» 


egiance, in the National Covenant, ans Sou HOW. 


c 33 . 25 
unto Fe, duty of defending and preſerving the t true 16+ 
ligion; — therefore his Majeſty ſtanding in oppoſition to 
the juſt and neceſſary public deſires concerning religion, 
—it were a manifeſt breach of covenant, and a prefer - 
ring of the king's intereſt to the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to bring him to the exerciſe of the regal power.” —Such 
is the judgment of that great Aſſembly concerning the 
limits of the oath of allegiance, in the Solemn League, 
and the connection, as ſtated in it, betwixt the obliga- 
tion laid upon the jurants by the ſwearing: of it, and 
the true religion profeſſed and maintained by that prince, 
to whom the oath was ſworn. The Aſſembly declare 
it to be conditional, and that all obligation upon the 
ſubjects to his Majelty, flowing from that oath, entirely 
depended upon his Majeſty's profeſſing and ſupporting 
the true religion. In the judgment of this Aﬀembly, 


as expreſſed in the above two acts, none could be own» 


-d as king, even in civil things, in a conſiſtency with 
the Solemn League, unleſs they were of the ſame reli- 
gion with the bonders; and in this they did not exceed - 
the law, as found in the books of Moſes, commanding 


the rule preſented by the apoſtle to the Corinthians, to 
ſet thoſe who belonged to their own communion to Judge 
amongſt them. 

There are ſome who affect to 4 a dent. Whether 
the obligation of the oath of allegiance in the National 
covenant, was conditionated upon the prince's maintain. 
ing the religion ſworn to in the covenant; but, aftet 
theſe declartions of the Aſſembly, it cannot be called in 
queſtion, that the oath of iance in the Solemnm 
eague was ſo limited. Of the ſame kind alſo was we 
oath in the bond ſubjoined to the national covenant, 


ovenant, no leſs than Popery, in that advanced period 
df reformation ; 3 therefore, it follows, our reformers, - 
a the laſt reforming period, did not ſolemnly Iwear al- 
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a Chriſtian people to ſet up over them a brother; naar 


becauſe Prelacy was 3 to be abjured by that 4 | 
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7 Sanden profeſſing and maintaining the true religion; 


5 plead the {criptural right of a magiſtracy, whoſe very be* 


of that League; and which, while it retains that ua; 


ma extremes in the reformers. . 
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m <9 re 
a Salle: prince. I may alſo add, it follows, e 0 
it is wrong to alledge, that theſe covenants % do lot 
bind not to ſubmit to a government which might ia 


providence come to be eſtabliſned, tbough diffrent from 


chat in the view whereof they were entered into. I 
know not by, what infatuation the Seceſſion plead the 


moral obligation of the Solemn League, which in the- 


plain meaning of the words, and in the i inter pretation 
primitive ſwearers thereof, binds only to à ma- 


while they ſtand up the warm advocates of a magiſtracy 


profeſſing and maintianing Prelacy, abjured in that ſolemn 


League, Would it not be more conſiſtent- like for them, 
(wh ſome others,) to give up altogether with the S0-' 
lemn League, than in a profeſſed adherence thereto; to 


ing is formed upon an overthrow of the religious part 
ture, will operate againſt the religion of the League? 
For my own part, were J to turn Seceder in principle 
about magiſtracy, I would difavow the conditionated 
nature of the oath, and place it to the ſcore oe right: 


Having pointed out the object of the e ſworn 
to in the covenants, my way is prepared to afcertain; 
and apply the meaning of the fourth ſection of [the 


r 


twenty third chapter ol the Confeſſion of Faith, ment 
zoned; in the Re- exhibition; it runs thus, [fidelity of 
vt difference in religion, does not make void the mag fer 
 Neate's juſt and legal authority, nor free the people frouſ .., 
their due obedience to him.“ The uſe court pam r 
ſites, in the times of Charles II. and James VII. mad eſt 


ol this paſſage, was to prove, that magiſtrates in powelſ to 


were always entitled to obedience from the people us 


dier them; and chat there was no reaſon poſſible which Th 
und occur, no iniquity however great, committed dif . 
e ; that would warrant a 7 to decline obe diene ed 

giſt. 


8 Bo os a condition of their power, the moſt diabolical. 
f 


Their principles as exhibited id the 


8 


. hence the paſſage was DER! to 1 
the abetior of the abſord doctrine of paſſiye obedience.” 
aud von. reſiſtance: The uſe you Seceders make of the, 
ſame paſſage, is to prove, That no falſe religion hows: , 
ever groſs, profeſſed by magiſtrates, no ſinfol limitati- yy 
ons inthe conſtituliou, binding magiſtrates-to profeſs in 


their own perſons, and to maintain in their on domini- 


of religion; that no invaſion made upon the toyal 

prerogatives of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſpiritual liberties: 
65 his church, can render the authotity of ſuch mägi- 
ſtrates queſtionable, much leſs invalidate the ſag i in a 
reformed land, while they ære recognized by a prevail - 
ing majority; hence the paſſage is tortured dy vou to 
become the abettor of the anti- ſcriptural doctrine, that 
no diſtinction is to be allowed in - acknowledgment, _ 
of magiſtrates betwixt a Heatheniſh and a. Chriſtian, 


people, betwixt a reformed and an uareformed people ß; 
betwixt a people emerging out of moral darkaels, ” 
and an- enlightened people bound by ſolema. oath to 
their religious eſtabliſhments ; and that no diſtinction JI 
is to he allowed betwixt a providential,. and a Srecep> | Wil 


tive magiftracy. Which of thoſe uſes of the paſſage 
is the moſt in jurious to it, would be hard to determine. 
Both of them Rand condemned by * . et 


in the laſt perſecution. 


It is eaſy to aſcertain and apply the genuine meaning, . Fi 
of the paſſage, from what has been repreſented as the 
ſentiments of our refarmers, concerning that people 
whoſe civil eſtabliſhments never have been reformed ac- 


cording to ſcripture, and that people whoſe civil, 30 | 


eſtabliſhments have undergone a reformati according 
to ſcripture. Our reformers” erk that W 
was a vaſt difference betwixt theſe.two, r 


and their own explanations thereof, as -ADQV 

led them to own none, in theſe reformed lands, Wane, © 

W who! were infidels,. or of a dirs reg, 2 
- ; 
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on 


8 ad engaged to ſupport a falſe religion ; it being a a re» 


ceived-maxim of the times, that the king and people 


- ovphr to be of the ſame true reformed religion : but 
their principles did not lead them to diſown the deed 


of magiſtracy amongſt Heathens, who had not the writ- 


ten word to guide them, in fo far as it was agreeable to 
the moral law, and where it was a ſecurity to the rights 
of mankind, any more than they were obli iged by their 


principles to diſown all other deeds amongſt Heathens, 
in ſo far as theſe were agreeable to the moral law, To. 
ſuch a caſe as this laſt, the litigated paſſage in the Con- 
feſſion applies; and to this interpretation of it every 
Diſſenter can 8 The paſſage is periodical an 
caſeable. It applies to certain times and ſituations; 

therefore, it 70 not be extended generally to every 


caſe and period; unleſs. we are ſo fooliſh as to attempt 


to ſtate plain contradictions in the opinions held by the 
reformers. Neither was this paſſage without its own 
proper ufe ; for while it made up a part of the political 
ſyſtem held by the reformers, it ſerved as a rule of di- 
rection to individual Chriſtians in unenlightened lands, 
and to their own people ſojourning for a time in ſuck 


lands. 


In agreeablenefs to this, I hall ſubjoin the remark- | 
able words of Mr. David Hackſtoun, 'gentleman, mar- 
tyr; when before the privy-council. Being interrogat- 
ed how he would anſwer to that article in the Confeſſi · 
on, that difference of religion doth not make void the 
magiſtrate's right and authority. He replied, © That 


queſtion was anſwered long ago by the Solemn League 


and Covenant; which dinds us only to maintain and de- 
fend the king in the defence of the true religion.” This 


_ martyr, who was well ſeen in the principles of the re- 
. formation, had a very different view of that article from 
the Seceſſion. They apply it indiſcriminately to every 


prince: he under ſtood it with a diſtinction. berwixt.s 
reformed and an uureformed ſtate. 


T6 refute this —— of the paſkige i it will be | 


— 


* * 
. 
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nation is taken not out of the paſſage itſelf, but oo A 
a connected view of it with other. paſſages. I q 


cient to ſuggeſt, at preſent, that that very paſſage of 
| © the ſecond ſection of the twenty-third chapter, upon 


ſo wiſe as to adopt this method of explanation, I am 


E effectual method to reſcue the Weſtmiuſter Confeſſion 
from the patrociny of promiſcuous communion, than 


inſtalment of magiſtrates, and the conduct of the re- 
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- quit tale for your Committee to lead, that his eq [| 


ſay, this is not the only paſſage in the Weſtminſter 


feſſion, where the proper ſenſe of it needs to be e 110 
tained from a connected view of the ſtandard writings 

of the reformers. There are more parts of the ſame 
work, the meaning of which cannot be ſolidly fixed, 


without calling in the aid of other parts. To 4 [| \ 
ſome of theſe would be no great taſk.' It may be fuffi- } 


which the debate concerning church-fellowſhip is ma- 
naged betwixt Seceders and the Relief church, cannot 
be ſolidly aſcertained, without recourſe had to other f 
parts of the ſtandard writings of the reformers, confirm. ill 
ed by their common practice. Would your Synod be 


perſuaded, the event would ſhew, that this were a more 


to deny that the paſſage ſpeaks of church-fellowſhip, to 


the offence of every true triend of the Confeſſion.— 10 


ſatisfy your minds in the ſenſe I have given of the; pai- 
ſage, do but take a view of it in connection with the 
conſtitutional laws of the reformation, reſpecting the 


for mers towards Charles I, and Charles II. at his co- 
ropation. _ 17 
The Committee ne that © 10 the conduRt of * = 
Reformed Preſbytry is contrary to the practice of the 
martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt in Scotland, who,” you ay, 
* never refuſed ſubjection to Charles I. till che woſt = 
oppreſſive methods were uſed to compel them directi7 MM 
or indirectly to,acknowledge bis ſuprematy, not only Ml 
in the ſtate, which they never denied, but even in the Wl 
church of God i in Scotland.” Tam ſorry, e Genin, = 


| Js * 
yo u are either ſo ignorant of hiſtory, or 1 65 nch dif- | 
poſed to adulterate the truth of hiſtory, as this para- 
graph repreſents. The covenanters who ſuffered to the 
| eln under Charles, during the firſt period of the per- 
| | ſecutian, it is acknowledged, died owning him as king; 
ſuch as the Rev. Mr. James Guthrie of Stirling, and 


the noble Marquis of Argyle. But, after that by the 


to be an inherent right in the crown, the later martyrs 
generally difowned him in both civil and religious mat- 
ters; ſuch as, the Rev. Mr. Donald Cargil, and Mr. 
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was duly coaſtituted their king according to the word 
of God, and covenanted reformation: and although they 
held their ſufferiggs to be unjuſt, yet they did not ap - 
prehend, that one, or a few acts of male · adminiſtration 
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fin, and be reclaimed, —All their acknowledgment of 
d was founded upon his conſtitution; it ſtill remain 
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ed the authority under which they ſuffered, 


You very well know, that the conſtitution of the pre- 
bent magiſtracy. is contrary to the word of God, EX: 
3 founded upon the ruin of the covenants. The majority 


act explanatory, the ſpiritual ſupremacy, was declared 


David Hackſtoun of Rathillet. The grounds upon 
which thoſe martyrs who ſ offered prior to the act ex- 
planatory owned Charles II. were the following. —He 


in reigning powers, affecting individuals, invalidated 
the authority which had been Jawtully conſtituted.—It 
was ſtill hoped by them, that the prince would ſee his 


jog the ſame till altered by the act explanatory. n 
theſe grounds, our noble martyrs, who fell a prey to 
Charles. II. in the firſt period of the perſecution, . own- 


For what reaſoh you Seceders alledge that the con- 1 
duct of the Reformed Preſbytry is contrary to the prac- 
tice of theſe martyrs, I am at a loſs to perceive. Is 
there a parallel betwixt the preſent ſituation of the Re- 

formed Preſbytry, and that of the martyrs ? Theſe were 
under a magiſtracy conſtituted” according to the mord 
of God, and the covenants; but you dare not pretend 
co ſay, that the Reformed Preſbytry are ſo ſituated.— | 


| n c 
of the ſofferers db martyrs, in the Jater period of ns . I 
ſecution, after the time that the ſpiritual ſupremacy was - If 
made. eſſential to the crown, rejected Charles in bath 
civil and ſacred things. Witneſs the honeſt; party 
worſted at Bothwell, who, when enumeratiog the 
moral cavſes of their defeat, give a place to the ſin of 
joining with the Eraſtian party, that took in the king's 
intereſt, as a very principal cauſe in the fight of a holy - 
God z the Sanquhar-declaration,—the teſtimonies of 
ſufferers, and many who ſurvived the perſecution, that 
lived ſcattered through the lands, under 2 teſtimony a+ 
gainſt both church and ſtate, as ſettled at the late Revo 
lution, without any paſtor, till the reverend Mr. Jong 
M*Millan, miniſter of the goſpel at Balmagie, ſaw it his 
duty to withdraw from the. a ac 10 cons 
nect with them. ' 

I ſhall preſent to your view one ne er of; the 
martyrs out of many: It is the joint teſtimony of three 
martyrs who ſuffered at Edinburgh, 11th March 188 1. 
I chuſe to fix upon this teſtimony, becauſe it is direQs _ 
ed to the ſhire of Stirling, within which ſome of the 
Committee, and I myſelf do reſide. They are obvia - 
ing an objection, that it is not a Preſbyterian. principle 
to caſt off magiſtrates : and to this they reply, We 
grant with you; but where are the magiſtrates?! They 
were once placed ſuch, but they caſt out themſeldes, 
when they brake the covenant, and ſet up a curſed ſu - 
premacy over the Lord's heritage; and when they have 
done that, we think they are no more to be owned ag 

magiſtrates by Preſbyteriauns; but to be caſt off. 

Theſe inſtances, with the brightneſs of a nd N 
prove the groſs fal ſuood of your aſſertion, that the ſaints. 
and martyrs of Jeſos never denied the ſupremacy: ob. 
Charles II, in the ſtate, Gentlemen, it ſtrikes me wit 
no ſmall ſurprize, with what confidence you have ven? 
tured to iſſue into the public ſuch falſnoods upon the 
memory of our honoured martyrs, as cannot eſcape he“ 
* ing — * . readers,: 1 n. your” 
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might have been 'aſſured their friends and focceſſors 3 in 
the ſame cauſe would not ſuffer to be circulated, with⸗ 


out that proper reſentment, with which it becomes them 
to treat the propagation of ſuch injurious falſhopds, as 


at once tend to blacken the character of faithful wit- | 


 neſſes, and to.bury precious truth. 
The grounds upon which the later martyrs diſawned 


- the complex authority of Charles II. both in church and 


ſtate, were the following: That royal apoſtate by this 
time had exhibited clear evidence of being irreclaimable 


in bis deſpotiſm and wicked courſes. | Mr. Renwick and 
his followers even thought the ſufferers continued too 


long in acknowledging the lawfulneſs of his authority. 
be conſtitution was then changed from its original 
farm, ih which it ſtood, when he was admitted king; 
ſpiritual ſupremacy being declared to be an inherent 

right in the crown,—there was no poſſibility in their 
judgment of owning him in his civil ſupremacy, without 
owning him in his ſpiritual ſupremacy alſo; theſe two 
being eſſentially united together in the conſtitution, 
and the law knowing no ſuch diſtinction in fact, as 
an owning him in civil things, without owning him 
io ſpiritual things, they humbly thought every ſuch 


diſtinction to be fanciful, and a mere cheating of the 
_ conſcience; they apprehended, according to the genius 
' and ſpirit of the con ſtitution, he could with no more pro- 


priety be called king wanting his ſpiritual ſupremacy, 
than the creature man could be called man wanting his 
* or ſoul: this is obvious from the teſtimony of 
Renwick, quoted above.— 
ent, that the ſpiritual fupremacy being inlaid into 
the conſtitution, in.the notion of an eſſential ingredient, 


our ſufferers juſtly concluded that this rendered it un- 
fafe for them to own the civil authority, ſo circumſtan- 


tiated. With this opinion of the ſufferers, the principle 
of the Reformed Preſbytry is perfectly homogeneous. 
Deny the lawfulneſs of a patronage clergyman admitted 


0 4 charge, upon the footing of a ad 


Oa the whole, it is: 


leges of his church. 


| were by no means influenced to reject his authority, on 


ö 
don giren and accepted; and try, if you can, to juſtify _ 
the lawfulneſs of a civil magiſtrate, admitted to rure 
over the people of God, upon the footing of ſpiritual! 
ſupremacy over the royal prerogatives of our great Lord 
and maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, and the new teſtament privi-- oY 


The Committee have ſhown a 0 8 to im- 
pute ſomething on this article to the- members of the 
Reformed Preſbytry, which, I am ſure, they never will 
own with; and to extort coticeſſions from them, which 
they would fain conſtrue into an yielding up of the 
cauſe. They would attempt to make the writers upon 
the Preſbytry's principles ſay, that the great, the ſove- 
reign, nay, the only reaſon, why any martyrs declined 
the acknowledgment of Charles“ authority, was the 
violence-uſed to compel them to acknowledge his ſu-- 
premacy, as head of the church; and that the martyrs, 


account of the ſpiritual ſuprethacy being made eſſential ' 
to the conſtitution. The perſons upon'whom the Come 
mittee have made the ſtrange atiempt to fix this, are 
the Rev. Meſſrs. Fairlie and Thorburn ; writers, who 
it is well known, have ſpoke and wrote in pointed and- 
unequivocal terms upon the article; and who have 
proven from the martyrs own words, that the chief 
ground of their rejecting Charles Stewart was his blaſ- © W || 
phemous ſupremacy over the headſhip of Chriſt,” the. | 
only head of his church. One of the above writers has {| 
gone ſo far on this head as to ſay, (and which certainly +. 
is truth) * If it be true that theſe venerable martyrs * 
caſt off the then authority, only on account of the per- 
ſecution, oppreſſion, and bloody violence uſed againlt 
them, then they can by no means be ſaid to have luffer⸗ _ 
ed what they did ſuffer as Chri itians ; that is, they -can- 
not be called martyrs at all, for a martyr is one that 
ſuffers and dies only witneſſing for religion; 4. e. 8 


Chriſt's ſake, witneſſing to the truth of his. religion ia 


— or of the ä of his 1 Perg Sy 


* 


( 


as the only Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his church.“ 
Tpbe ſtrange attempt of the Committee to fix oo 
above charge upon theſe writers, is made in the follow - 
iog manner. That the martyrs acknowledged King 
Charles his civil ſupremacy, and never took up arms in 
ſelf-defence, till methods were uſed to inforce their ac- 
| knowledgment of his ſupremacy, as head of the church, 
is confeſſed by Meflrs. Fairlie and Thorburn, as quoted 
by Mr. Thomſon; in the ſecond of the tracts above- 
mentioned, p. 67, 68.”7—Whac a pitiful work is it for 
the Committee to drag theſe authors, whoſe writings / 
are extant, recent, and in the hands of many, through 
the books of another, and to make them ſpeak, as 
quoted by Mr. Thomſon ! Had they taken the. trouble, 
| Which the freedom of commenting upon them in public 
certainly called upon the Committee to have done, to 


peruſed their own words; as delivered by themſelves, 
it might have checked this ſtrange and fool-hardy at- 
tempt. But what is 4 common loſs of mankind, to be 
| better acquainted with things by report, than þy per- 


cular loſs of the Committee on this occaſion. They 
are better acquainted by far with the writings of Meſſrs. 
Faire and Thorbura, through Mr. Thomfon's report 
of them, than through any perſonal knowledge which 
they themſelves have of theſe books. 

The Committee alledge, «© That the practice of the 
Reformed Preſbytry, in many caſes, is entirely oppoſite 
to that of the faints of God, mentioned in ſcripture, 
particularly thoſe who lived under the Old- Teſtament 
diſpenſation of grace, who were frequently reduced to 
more peculiar circumſtances, on many occaſions, than + 
any Chriſtians ever were, who live in theſe: later days, 


men, I am truly at * to take up the ſenſe you * 
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ſon, or divioe offices, and prerogatives in particular, | 


have looked into the authors, and attentively to have 


ſonal knowledge of our own, appears to be the parti - 


and yet they never refiſted the civil powers, under 
whoſe oppreſſion they frequently groaued.“ Gentles | 
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| peculiar circumſtances than any Chriſtians ever were, 


iron rod of wanton oppreſſors; they never attempted to 


F 1 
* abſtract ſaying: 280 make it intelligible to me, | 
| 2 1 ſuppoſe, to many of f your own people, an explana- | 
tion would be neceſſary y. I do not know what you mean - | 
by theſe words,—** the ſaints of God mentioned in ſcrip- | 
türe, particularly theſe who lived under the Old-Teſta- 
ment diſpenſation of grace, were frequently reduced to 
more peculiar circumſtances, on many occaſions, than 
any Chriſtians ever were, who live in theſe later days. 
Pleaſe, Gentlemen, let us have the Committee's ITY | 
nation of this paragraph. On my owh account, I beg 
it, that I may underſtand what connection and force it 
has in our cofitroverſy ; on account of the world, I beg 
it, that they may be enabled to form a right judgment 
of every poſition advanced upon the argument betwixt 
us; on the account of your own people, I beg it, that 
they may not be caught in the ſnare of implicit faith, 
A requeſt ſo reaſonable will not ſurely be denied. 
Jou ſeem to vindicate the conduct of the late mar- 
tyrs, in lifting arms againſt the oppreſſive meaſures of 
Charles II.; but averr concerning the ſaints of God, 
mentioned in ſcripture, particularly thoſe who lived 
under the Old-teſtament diſpenſation of grace, that they 
were. reduced to more peculiar circumſtances, on many 
occaſions, than any Chriſtians ever -were, who live in 
theſe later days, and yet that they never reliſted the =o 
powers under whoſe oppreflion they groaned. Strange! Bl 
A vaſt, an incomprehenſible myſtery ! The Old-teſta- if 
ment ſaints, though oppreſſed, and reduced to more 


who live in theſe later days, only groaned under the 
oppreſſion of the civil powers; they tamely ſubmitted, 

and diſcharged all the duty incumbent upon them, by 
heaving out the ſad groans of diſtreſſed nature, underthe 


; 
il 


deliver themſelves by active meaſures, nor did they, like, * 
1 


the ſufferers in the reign of Charles II. embody them- _ 
ſelves for mutual defence n 42 rage eh Ry 
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But you ſay, ** the ſufferers unders Charles Il. were 
obliged by the laws of God and nature, to defend them- 


trary. power that were exerted. upon them.” —Havipg 
read your account of the old-teſtament ſaints groaning 
under oppreſſion, I expected your commentary upon 
the lifting of arms by the ſufferers would have come out 


meaſure! What open rebellion ! What diſloyal practice 
this! How unlike to the imitable example of ſcripture- 


| theſe well-meaning, but ill-informed perſons, find a pre- 
cedent to their cquduct, among the ſaints of God, men- 


under the old-teſtament diſpenſation of grace, who were 
frequently reduced to more peculiar circumſtances, on 
many occaſions, than any Chriſtians ever were, who 


Who will, we are not aſhamed to abandon it, and re- 
Joice to be the followers of ſcripture-ſaints, leaving the 
8 of ſuch antiſcriptural conduct to the hot- 


was perfectly natural to expect; but, to our ſurprize, 
we are told, theſe ſufferers were obliged, by the laws 
of God and nature, to defend themſelves with arms. 


and nature, by groaning under their oppreſſion: but 
chere are laws of God and nature in force, under the 
1 tyranny of Charles II. to oblige the ſufferers to lift 
arms. I think he muſt poſſeſs a very extraordinary ca- 
' pacity, who is able to comprehend the myſtery of ſuch 
doctrine. Whatever inter pretation you may be pleaſed 


is to be underſtood, the above plain contradiction to 
ide practice of the ſufferers, i in our own land, is obvious 


ſelyes with arms, againſt the violent ſtretches of. arbi. 


in the ſtyle of our wiſe moderns: Ah! unprecedented 
faints for a diſſenting minority to lift arms! Where will 


tioned in ſcripture, particularly among theſe who lived 
live in theſe later days? Defend this conduct of theirs 
ded anti-government men. Such a commentary it 


No laws of God and nature, it ſeems, to oblige Bible · 
ſaints to defend themſelves by arms; theſe, it ſeems, 
diſcharged the whole duty contained in the laws of God. 


to put upon this abſtract ſaying, and however hard it 


in it—As you have huddled vp the 1 ot — 
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teſtament. faints- under antiſcriptural magiſtrates, it in „ 
manner ſo abrupt; it may not be uuſeaſonable to pro- 


duce a few things concerning the conduct of the Jews 
about magiſtrates. |. - 


; 
< The laws delivered by the Moſt High to the people 
t 
4 
e 


5 


Y 


of Iſrael, concerning the qualifications, inſtalment; and 
acknowledgment of magiſtrates, remained invariably the 
ſame to each generation of that people, Thoſe: laws, 


= which obliged one generation, obliged all generations 
1 {| in ſimilar circumſtances; therefore the duty of each ge- 
. neration of that people, concerning the qualifications, 
* inſtalment, and acknowledgment of magiſtrates, Was 
4 O invariably the ſame. But while the laws themſelves re- 
- mained the ſame, the practice of different generations, 
a in regard of thoſe laws, appears to have been various, 
5 if not directly oppoſite in ſome inſtances, That the 
0 practice of different generations varied, in regard of ri- 
a rual duties and temple inſtitutions, is undeniable, . One 
* generation held by the purity of thoſe ordinances, an- 


= other departed from the pority of them. Under ſuch 
. variations about ceremonies and worſhip, it is hardly I 
ſuppoſable that the Jews would never err about Gods 
ordinance of magiſtracy amongſt them, or that their 
practice about this particular would be uniformly on-e 
throughout all generations. Their hiſtory tells us, 
none of theſe were the caſe. For, while one ge- 
neration held by the purity of the laws of magiltcacy, - Bi 
another groſly departed from it. The deviations into - if 
which that people went, at times, were ſo great, that 
they are ſaid to have changed the ordinance. And Je- 
hovah himſelf complains that Iſrael had caſt off the ching 11 
that was good; and why? becauſe they bad, ler; * 1 
kings, but not by him, Hoſea viii, 3, 4+ 4. ah 
Now, gentlemen, I way propoſe to yon "this a my 
queſtion, Which of theſe two practices challenges cur 
imitation, whether that which correſponds , unto the: if 
law, and therefore is legitimate; or, that which departy! | 
from the! . and therefore is illegitimate. "The: FD) The 2 
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0 1 Ine $0 this eaſy queſtion will terminate the affair 
by — About the practice of the people of the Jews. There | 
are two ways of learning duty, the law of the grgat God I} 
_ commanding and forbidding ; and the clear marks of || +: 
his approbation, or diſapprobation ſet upon the prac- 
tiſes of his church. In making out a reply, you are at 
full freedom to adopt any of theſe ways you pleaſe.— 
The inſtance of king Aſa, degrading his mother Maacha 
from her royal ſtation, becauſe of her idolatry; with the 
inſtance of Libnah, a city of the prieſts, revolting from 
under the hands of king Jehoram, becauſe he had for- 
ſaken the Lord God of {his fathers, 1 Kings xv. 13. 
2 Kings viii. 22. They ſeem both of them to be plain 
and clear examples of denying homage, and refuſing 
ſubjection to perſops in power, on accounts purely and 
properly religious. Moreover, they ſeem to carry obvi- - 
T ous marks of divine approbation. Now, if theſe in- | 
ſtances are approveg, the inference from them is fairly 
deducible, that theſe, and ſuch like, are the only juſtifiable 
1 precedents in ſimilar caſes; and that where any prac- f. 
Wt tifes are found to be repugnant to them, though in the 
lives of real ſaints, it becomes poſterity rather to throw I a: 
a. veil over them as culpable conduct, than to improve I fl 
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_ them into imitable examples. „en 
In q foot- note the Committee ſay, © There is not, I a 


perhaps, a moral duty incumbent on Chriſtians, living c. 
' under the diſpenſation of the goſpel, upon which the I a 
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Jr not. The Preſbytry, who believe in the. ere, 
2d, I diſtinction betwixt a providential and a.preveptive ma- i ; 
ry eiſtracy, betwixt the magiſtracy ofa HeathawandaChriz ©." 1} 
ta ſtian land, maintain, that the Spirit of Sed byibeſe” || 


u, criptures binds Chriſtians anto ſubjection Tach ma: N 
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ellrates only, as to God's ordinance, who are ag 
to the law under which they are placed, and anſwer the 
general end of the ordinance.— That their explanation 8 
is the genuine ſenſe of theſe ſcriptures, I now illuſtrate, - 
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by various conſiderations. And, as I conceive, it will 
be granted on both ſides, that the meaning of all theſe 


ſcriptures is one, to ſave time, I. ſhall confine myſelf 
wmoſtly to the firſt of them, that in Rom. xiii, 1,— 


8 


1. There is no hint given in this portion of holy : 


place, in the days of the 
of magiſtracy, as laid down in the books of Moſes, re- 
quiring thoſe who reign over the people of God, a 
commonwealth, nation, kingdom, or empire, owning 


| the religion of jeſus, to be profeſſors of the true reli 


gion. When ſcriptural laws become obſolete, and looſe 


| their obligation, it ariſes from their periodical nature, 


their unſuitableneſs to the new condition into which the 


ſubjects of theſe laws are brought, and their unfitueſs to 


be of future advantage; therefore, they are commonly 
exchanged for better ones introduced into their room. 


Such was the nature of the whole ſyſtem of ritual inſti. 
' tptions commanded upon the Jews: 


they were impoſed : 
upon men until the times of reformation, and gave place 
to the better ſyſtem of Chriftian ordinances. The abroga- 
tion of ritual inſtitutions is clearly announced in the new-. 
teſtament; the reaſon of their abrogation i is owing to that 
improved and reformed ſtate, into which the goſpel- 
church is advanced by the an., of Chriſt, Under 
the reformed and improved ſtate of things in the goſpel 
diſpenſation, ritual inſtitutions would be of vaſt detri- 
ment to their ſubjeſts, without conferring upon them 
the ſmalleſt advantage; therefore, the apoſtle tells us 
they were impoſed till the times of reformation': they 
had a beginning, and it is long ſince they have had 40 


end. But I believe it will be hard for the ableſt caſyilt 


to ſhow, that God ever revoked an inſtitution, or abr 


nulled the obligation of a law, when the duration of 


— 
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ſcriptures, of a change having taken place, or to take 
goſpel, about the ordinance - 


(49 5 
hin would tend to the good of his nl Now, " 
there is no hint given of any change to take place in the 
old commandment which was from the beginning; and 
as the profeſſors of the true religion, ruling over a Chri- - 
ſtian people, are manifeſtly to the advantage of the in- 
tereſts both of the people and the true religion, I hum- 
bly conceive the old law is left in its whole original 
force; eſpecially, when it is conſidered, that there are 
the cleareſt predictions in ſcripture, that nations and 
kingdoms ſhall be favoured with the word of God, and 
> | that they ſhall take on the Chriſtian character, in the | 
2 | days of the goſpel. It cannot be thought, that, in ſuchk 
. a caſe, the apoſtle Paul ſets aſide the old law, Thou i 
a ſhalt f in any wiſe ſet him king over thee ubum the Lord || 
g I thy God ſball chooſe, a brother, not a firanger ; a profeſ. 
L>, I for of the true religion, not a groſs corrupter of it, 80 
ſe far is there any thing like to a ſubverſion of, or an op- 
e, poſition againſt Moſes law in this portion, that the ac= .__ 
ie count, which Moſes and Paul give of the nature and 
to JF uſes of the office, and the qualifications of the ions. ; 
ia office, bears the greateſt ſimilarity. _ 
m. A peſtilential ſect, under the influence of Geibel . 
[tie ¶ petites, ſprung up in the early days of the goſpel,: en 1 
denied the ordinance of civil magiſtracy over Chriftians, ' 
2 Pet. ii. 10. Jude throughout. This ſect, after Crab 
in the wilderneſs, vilifying the office itſelf, ſtrongly pled! Fl 
the liberty of the goſpel, as an exemption from all ſu- 
perior authority; and ſuch was their art in pleading the 
doQrine, joined with the miſtaken. idea of Chriſtian li- 
berty entertained by many Chriſtians, and the remaining 
prejudices of the Jewiſh converts againſt ſubmitting to . 
civil authority, in the perſons of any not of the-family:” 
of Abraham, that they were likely to blacken the Chri-. 
ſtiart cauſe, as well as to ſeduce ſerious Chriſtians, To: +. 
guard the church againſt the infection of this error,” and 
to confute. the heretical ſect, the apoſtles SN = 
aut taught the perpetuity of the ordinance of - magitracy,. 25 
and 1 « pony | laid upon Chriſtians to Knot in 
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its nature, origin, and ends, and the qualifications of 
office: bearers, that they, by a juſt knowledge of the 


ſubjection, and to revere it as God's moral ordinance, 
in whatever part of the world they found it erected. 


. it became Chriſtians, living in countries wear- 


the character of the civil magiſtrate, his relation to God, 
the duties of his function, and his perfonal and official 
qualifications, as ſhows that this is but attained in part 
in a Heatheniſh magiſtracy, and that it is fully attained 
in 2 well- qualified {criptural magiſtracy alone, Hence 


| ing of the people's choice. _ 
2. The illuſtrious character and high title beſtowed 
v pon the magiſtracy mentioned in this chapter, are no 
N deſpicable confideration in favours of the Preſbytry's doc- 
trie. The apoſtle in expreſs terms calls them the ordi- 
nance of God : ſpeaking of the magiſtrate in the ſingular 
number, he denominates him the miniſter of God for 
good: and ſpeaking of magiſtrates in the plural number, 
he ſays, They are God's miniſters, attending cantinually 
upon this very thing. "Theſe high and illuſtrious names 


= given to the magiſtracy, incline me to think, that the 


apoſtle is not here diſcourſing of every kind of mag: 


ordinance, might be induced to yield a conſcientious 


the interpretation of Seceders cannot be juſt, for qua- 
 Hfications, duties, &c. mentioned by the apoſtle, will 
not accord to, or be fourif in every kind of magiſtracy 

amongſt men, although ſanctioned with the high au- 
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the Chriſtians with a deſeription of the orditiance,' in | 


But he does not warn them that now in the days of the 


ing the Chriſtian character, profeſſing their faith in 
Chriſt, and obedience to him, to lay aſide the punckilio | 
of requiring a profeffion {of the true religion, in magi · 
ſtrates ruling over Chriſtian lands, in order to ſtate the 
lawfulneſs of their authority; for, by the goſpel,” reli- 
gion was made indifferent to the rank and office of ma- 
giſtracy. Inſtead of this, he gives ſuch a deſcription of 


ac 
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93 erase deep, and myſterious er 11 a © | 
. that magiſtraey alone which bears. ſome correſpondengy | 
te his joftitation;, The migiſter of God, according to 
I nis iaſtitution, and the ſervant of providence are nat 

ö perhaps the ſame things. dome perſons have unwarily' 
canfqunded. theſe two, * no diſtinction bet uixt 

8 the miniſter of the law, and the ſervaut of providence. 
> | Great oppreſſors, the violent robbers of nations, hig 
- 8 ia natura power, have been the hand af God, and the 
n 
0 

i 


undeſigning ſervants of his providence, in executing. 

| deferved ſtrokes upon the guilty : of this fort was Ne- 
- | buchadaezzar, in God's ſtrange work of judgment. upon 
e the Iſraelites, of which he: was the inſtrument, and on 
i- which account he is denominated the fervant of Gods | 
a- but ia the work he was no more than the undeſiguing if 
of ſervaat af God's holy providence, and was even then 
d. acting in immediate oppoſition to the moral law, ag 
ial J rating his duty towards bis neighbour.” Zerubbabel is s 
rt alſo called by hs name of God's ſervant, but on a very | | 
ed different accouat; for while he was the ſeryant of pro- 
cc Y vidence, in merciful. dif peuſations, to the Jews return: 
ia. ed to their awa land, he ated in direct conformity to 
vill Y the expreſs precepts of the law, and ſo was filling uß 
acy the character of the miniſter .of God according. to his 
au- law; and in him were united the two characters of the 
1 ſervant of providence, and the QCivil miniſter of God. 
according to his inſtitution for good unto the ſubjeR. : - || 
He was both the ſervant of providence, and the minen Fo. 
of the law,” -» I 

The miniſtet of God. in order to anſwer the end of = 
his office, and to fill his own character muſt act in 
ſome meaſure of conformity to the la 8 as on: 40 
is revealed ta him, whether by nature d e; and: [i 
when his adminiſtration is found -correſÞgadeat to. | 
law, he will become the miniſter of God far good, W 
prove a blefling and not a curſe. Then ibe mondts * 
be ſhall- bring peace to the people, and the Uirtle bills by 

eee thas he ſhall * the NY be - 


. 


(5 57 5 
« xighreouſaels, and the poor with judgment ; I tie 
© ſhall fave the children of the needy, and break in 
pieces the oppreſſor. Hence it is obvious, that the 
; polite diſcovers what all magiſtrates ought to be, and 
= what in fact thoſe are whom he calls the ordinance of 
i God; to whom obedience and ſubjection are due for 
conſcience ſake. The apoſtle s magiſtracy is a magif- 
tracy for good. But there is another magiſtracy, which 
ve are told by Solomon, can be regarded only as a ſen- 
fible curfe and plague : Wo to thee, O land, when thy 
king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning. Evil 
and not good to the ſubje is the effect of ſuch magi- 
ſttracy, and a magiſtracy too feigning in holy provideace ; 
therefore Solomon bewails the wretched ſtate of the 
people under it, /o to thee, O land Query, Is the 
magiſtracy mentioned by Solomon, the ſame with that 
mentioned by the apoſtle ? Are they both the miniſters 
of God for good? 6: 
re "viable quali tem aſcribed. to thoſe ma- 
gilfrates, to whom the apoſtle inculcates ſubjection up- 
on every foul, are incompatible to the character of 
many, who obtain the actual aſcendency among men. 
The apoſtle gives us the qualifications of thoſe perſons 
who can claim ſubjection, for conſcience ſake, in the 
following expreſſions. —Relers- are nat à terror to good 
works, but to the evil. — He is the miniſter of God to thes 
or good; —He is the minifter of God, a revenger to exe- 
cute 2 upon him that doeth evil. — They are God's mi- 
nifters attending continually upon this very thing. And 
he points opt the method by which perſons may avoid 
tte wrath of theſe powers, in the following expreſſions; 
58 Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power ? Do that which 
is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame. - But if 
. thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth n 
the ſword in vain. - Such amiable qualifications ate 
found in the wigiltraty: ſpoken of in the xiiith chapter 
of the Romans. But I do not apprehend that they will 
3 *pply to the'caſe of all; who have been, or who: _ be 
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Baſhan; Hear this word, ye kine of Baſban.— Such were, || 
Great Mogul, in whoſe territory the unhappy creature, 


them! that —_— __ _ TO in en, * | 


{ 58: 5 


nations exhibit" the reverſe to have been the qualities of 
ſome in power, and Wr dy the e over = 
whom they have reigned 2 
The prophet Amos ſets. beſhre as: in 1 his 8 : 
the character of the civil magiſtrates reigning over Iſrael, 
at the time when he delivered his prophecy unto that 
people; and becauſe it may ſerve as a proper illuſtration ff 
of what I have now aſſerted, I ſhall- ſet it before young _ if 


Amos iv. 1. Hear this word, ye kine of Baſhan, that s 


in the mountains of Samaria, which oppreſs the poor, which, - 
cruſh the needy; 'which ſay to their maſters, Bring, and 
let us drink. The magiſtrates deſcribed by the apoſtle: 
are a terror to evil deers, a praiſe to them that do wa, 
they are the miniſters of God to their ſubjects for goodꝰ/ 
but the magiſtrates of Iſrael, deſcribed by the prophe?T 
Amos, were habitual oppreſſors of the poor and needy; , 
they ated in direct oppoſition to the ſubordinate ene 
of the magiſtratical function, the happineſs of the peo- = 
ple. Inſtead of.conſulting their good, as all the mini- 


ſters of God do, it was their work to diſtreſs, and- | 


render the poor ſubject miſerable; therefore the prophet. - il 
does not honour theſe © iNrates- befare the = 
with the high and illuſtrious character of the Alete 3 

of God, but names them with the goaring balls of 


providential rulers over Iſrael: and who will ſay that 
they ſupported the character of the miniſters of God for 

good, as the foundatian of their title to ſubjeftion- from: £ 
the people for conſcience ſake? 


For a living inſtance, perhaps, 1 might refer to Fa | 


called his Tubject, kiſſes the chain that binds him, pre- 
pared at the awful, though unjuſt nod of his walter, xi 
whoſe will is the ſupreme law of the country. JH, 
Does the apoſtle's character, the miniſter of Go 1% 


thee for good, a terror to evil doers, and a praiſe W 
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| Wh 5 . 85 
general ſcope of Ws allminuiſtration? Theſe * 1. 
acquainted: with the character of Nero the higheſt | 
power amongſt the Romans, wheu the apoſtle wrote ö 
this epiſtle, need not be told, that it formed a direct 
contraſt to that of the powers deſcribed in the xiiith of 
the Romans. Had his character been good, dubious, 
or even moderately bad, thoſe who cbntehd he was tho 
higher power meant in the text, would have had a more 
plauſibie pretenſion for their opinion; but the private 
life, and emperatorial reign of that perſon, the former 
of which being wicked, the later tyratnical to the laſt 
degree, leave little room for doubt, that he could not 
be the perſon meant by the apoſtle: if we only farther 
conſider; that theſe means the apoſtle points out as th 
ſure method to avoid the wrath of the magiſtrates, a. 
bout whom he diſcourſes, were the very things- that 
drew down the wrath ef Nero and the Roman powers 
upon the, mild Chriſtians, and procured the apoſtte's 
own. death. The apoſtles and diſciples of the divine 
Joſus were employed in doing good, by the conſtant 
practice of the numerous duties contaited in the moral 
law, and in the Chriſtian religion, and by teſtifying a- 
gainſt-the ſins and idelatry of the heathen world, as 
alſo by inviting them unto repentance towards God, 
2 Kath towards Jeſus: Chriſt; but did theſe . 
deeds, (and what better good deeds could they per form,) 
Amend them to the protection of Nero ? or, did the 
motal virtue add invocehce of their lives exempt them 
Wh from torture? Inſtead of this; the great red dragon 
armed the ſoldiery to r r eee, 
ot the divine Jeſus. i N 
4. The apoſtle Paul himſelf deu the charabter of- 
Wh: Nero, ins ſtyle oppoſite to this churacter of the powets 
1 preained of God, in 2 Tim: iv, 17. under the words, 
at delivered out of the mouth of the lion. The apoſtles 
18 paints the ſanguinary temper and ryranvical reigy of: 
Vero, by the expreſſibe metaphor of the voracious wh 
wy: . Whole nature is diſpoſed to: ſhed EY 
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of God, where God's moral ordinance of magiſtraey is 


mwcicenee berwirt the fubjects deferibed, süd che 


| hs 3 . es ⁰ oO 


rho thaveh, and at 9h before their jutipment-ſeatt; 
and with vos the 


15 tezth;. 
5 . withs 5 * 


id teconcile them to the deſcription of God's moral bd 


- crittiony the Chriſtians at Corinth, for the practice of 
cartying their mutual civil differetices before the Hea . 


quate to all the pur 


have rept 
of @ fuult, 


| (having acceſs to ſuch: ) But ſrrce- ins apoſtle. R's, 
| the Corinthiatis, There it utterly a Lau arias , | 
cauſe 7 N ef ge 5 | 


020% v 


tend ahd Geer the innotent. How is it A 
to apply to the fame perſon the two contfadictory cha 
raters, 4 praffe to theth that do well; and a lion to flay 
the innocent? Is there a finple inſtante in all the wore 


enblbited untler the emblem of theſe voracious ne Fd 
that range" the foreſt, deſtroying to the ground their 
defeficeleſs prey, and pointing to the rapacisus rave. 
88s Aüalty of the creature? When ebmpariſens f 
this ſort are wed; do they not rather hold dut a - 


= 
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votring lion of hell, who goes about ſecking his prey? 
Genilemen, you may connect this chase of ef6; 
with what the apoſtle James ſays of rich men appre 


-prophet Daniel foretold, chap. vil. 
er forth beaft in the of; with iron 
in pieces, and ſtumping rhe 
devouring the whole earth, tu 
it in pieces, and try; if you! "oF 


7,23: © 


it down,” ata breaking; 


of the Romans. * 
kes with an Gnsebümon 2 


dinauee in the Xiüith chapig 
Fi The apoſtle Paul reb 


then judges of the place. fad theſe judgei been ade- 
poſesof God's ordinate of Wager 
among Chriſtians, it is not likely that the apoftſe would” 
efited the Corinthian practice, is the Fight 
à crime, and inveighed fo ſharply, e i, 


as he does in the vith chapter of firſt Corint A | 
capi branch of the magiſtrate's duty lies iw decgee 15 
din pces; aud when Private means N no oh 


Ae one ' with | monte — e 


if 3 4 &e ; (4 ps * 5 n 
. e Is any has 
plain, than that it was ſinful in thoſe chtidtan Cain 
- thians to acknowledge the Heathen civil judges in their 

mutual differences? And if fo, how antiſcriptural muſt 
i de in profeſſing Chriſtians, to plead the lawfulneſs of 
5 a 7i-rtheniſh magiſtracy over a Chriſtian people, from 
_ - : ith chapter of the Romans ! By the apoſtles doc- 
r -- acre, ſuch rulers could not be of great aſe among 
= Chriſtians, for the ſacred laws of Chriſtianity ſhut out 
Chriſtians, when the diſpute lies betwixt brother and 
brother, from the judgment · ſeats of Heathen judges.— 
The town-clerk at Epheſus preſcribed to the complain- 
ers apainſt Paul, the method of a forma law-ſuit, in 
order to terminate all differences betwixt the parties; 
be faid, The law is open, and there are deputies ; let them 
wimimplead one another. Paul, however, has nat freedom 
dd recommend the ſame meaſure to the j jarring members 
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ol the Chtiſtian church at Corinth. He exhorts them 
do adopt the method of arbitration, and to ſubmit the 
matter in difference to the judgment of their Chriſtian 
Lretbren, and enforces it upon . them from the noble 
conſideration, that the ſaints, at laſt, will be admitted 
angels, and the world. And while he does ſo, 
he meets the contending. parties with a ſharp reproof. 
for their unworthy conduct, Dare any of you, having- 
a matter againſt another, go to law befere the unjuſt?— 
Pe. are not, with ſome, to reſt the apoſtle's reaſon af 
WH; declining Heathen judge wholly upon ane or both of 
WH theſe grounds. 1. That it is an unlawful practice to 
go to law. 2. That going ta law by theſe ppg 
brought Chriſtianity under coptempt by the judges.— 
WIT The firſt of theſe cannot be ſaid, for going to law is no 
mwore than applying to the proper judge to ſettle litter. 
+78 ences, which cannot be gat removed by private means. 
der can the ſecond of theſe be pled as the /ole reaſon, ;/ 
e, it is obvious, that the apoſtle derives the 
ae of his objection, from the incompetency of the. 


. —— being unjuſt, and a . 
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therefore could not 5 conſidered as proper judges fo 

Chriſtians, The apoſtle lays a particular emphaſis and 

weight upon the andeliovidg ſtate of the judge, fays he, 

Land that before the unbelievers.” 

Although the force of a bloody proſecution,. raiſed | 

againſt the Chriſtians by their enemies, wight compel | 

them to ſay, as the apoſtle himſelf once did, in a cer- 

tain caſe,” 7 appeal to Ceſar, when any hopes are left 

of an outgate ; yet he calls them to conſider; that the _ 

unjuſt and unbelieving condition of the judge was ſuf- 

ficient reaſon to move them to decline his judgment, 

on differences ſubſiſting betwixt themſelves. The odium 

ſuch proſecutions might occaſion upon Chriſtianity, 1 

confeſs, was. in part eyed by the apoſtle; but the for- 

mer is the chiefeſt — upon which he ſtates his 
objection to the practice. Now, if the Corinthian 5 

practice was objectable upon the incompetency, the un- 

ſcripturalneſs: of the judge, with what conſiſtency can 

| this portion in Romans be pleaded, as the foundation 

| of the lawfulneſs of unbelieving, idolatrous, heretical 

magiſtrates, . reigning over a Chriſtian rn A 
| teſs the Chriſtian religion? 

| 6. The religion of the ever:bleſſed Jeſus eco = 

ia terms the moſt clear and peremptory, all inſtances ß 

- BK injuſtice, cruelty, and oppreſſion amongſt mankind. 

The uniform language of this holy religion is, Do vice 

7 lence to no man, And while it forbids the external acts 
7 to prevent the commiſſion of them, it alſo ſtrikes agaiuſt 

> KB and condemns the latent principle R Which an | 

3 proceed, the malevolence of the heart. It be 1 

5 


preſſors under the character of the wy oh: fan, i" 
preſents them as viſible agents for Satan on 2 
refers all the plots by which they atchieve their wicked 
- purpoſes to his helliſh policy. This religion Ks 
that all the rights of mankind ſhould be keptiiavivlates.*: Fg 
8: Its golden rule is, #batſoever ye would that men foould' © 
e to you, do ye even ſo to them: for this is the lau an 
O0 W It tedches us, that the lau b ade for- . | 


n 


murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers ; far man - 


perſons, &c. In proportion to the ſpread and influence. 
of the religion of Jeſus, will injuſtice and violence de- 
part from nations; and by its all-coaquering energy, 


Fo * vill the rights of men and the peace of ſociety at laſt. | 
de promoted. It alone will be the cauſe of that grand 
Revolution in the world, when the wolf /ball dwell with. 
the lamb : when the leopart! ſball lie down with the hid ;. 
and the hon ſball eat frau like the ox. A religion ſo; 


[ET abborrevt of injuſtice, and ſo amicable to the rights 


any ſyſtem contrived, and employed to the baſe purpoſe 


fair name of government. 


the apoſtle's doctrine, as preſerving the natural and 


naneceſſary diſtinction betwixt virtuous and ä 


powers; betwixt thoſe powers which in the 


of adminiſtration. rob the ſubject of his rights, and turn 


© ons are impoſed upon by the hiſtory of former times, 


| 4 if they have not. When, therefore, the apoſtle — 


N it . Ll_ac all its FOO branches in the e ; 


4 N 4 Tbere is no power ut of Cad: the pawers that be are ar- 
al dained of God: he certainly means, either the office of 


« tighterus man, hut for the lawlds and Abele Gs ; 1 
* ungadly — 2 — : far unholy and profane : far | 


flayers, for whoremongers, for them that. defi themſeluet. 
with mankind ; for men o/tealers, fer liars, far perjured 


wen, was ſurely never intended to ſeal the tyrant's | 
LE edits, to give ſanction to his title, and to corcaborate, - 


of oppreſſing, and rendering one part of mankind the ; 
Wretched ſlaves of another, though gilded over with the 


Agrecable to theſe. obſervations we muſt anderſtand. 


tenor of adminiſtration act for the good of the gone 
and, thoſe powers which in the general habitual ſcope | 


WM theſe to their own perſonal ad vantage, or improve them 
e de gratification of the diabolical principles of uſur- 
WE - pation, ambition, pride, and cruelty in their corrupted 7 
1M 1 minds. But are not tyrannical powers providential e- 
4 by | avail ſo with virtuous powers? And have not ſuch 

| +. „ powers frequently exiſted amongſt men? Later genera- 
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God acknowledges for his own, are evidently virtuous | | 


_ ordained of, God, are interpreted and explained by the 
apoſtle to be virtuous powers; for adds he, They arb 


not like the unjuſt Fudge, that neither fears God, nor . 


moral "ordinance of God or not. Their oma vo. 
_ qualities muſt be examined. Our Saviour forniſhes us 


ſafety, may be applied te rulers : Ye ball knee them S 


— ' 


ü ot mY the office Blled: einen rulers 0 


tucus powers are of God they are his ordinance: £- 


” 


ye are Coda. They are agreeable to the moral per- 


fectious of goodnels, truth, and juſtice, in the Deity: 2 


— They are ordained of God; — they are appointed by 
the great Law giver, in his law and word; they are 
qualified with natural aud moral endowments'in a com- 
petent meaſure, for their office. The-wiſdom of Gd 
ſpeaks of ſuch powers in Prov. viii. 15, 16. By me kings G5 
reign, and princes decree juſtite. By me princes rule, | 
and nobles, even all the Judges of the earth. Theſe kings 
and princes, theſe nobles and judges of the earth, ubm 


powers; for it is ſaid, they decree Juſticr. Juſtice is 
their great aim, and it predominates in the general tenor 
of their adminiſtration. Juſt ſo, the powers ſaidꝭ to b 


not a terror #6 good works, but to the evil. They art 


gards man; who may ſtep afide from his ordinary road, 
and avenge a poor widow, purely to be delivered from 
the trouble of her ĩimportunity, while neither his in. 
tion nor general tenor of adminiſtration are directed to 9 
the good of the ſubject: but the tract they purſue * 5 
the beaten path of juſtice. 
From this I would infer, that iber e 
nor the actual poſſeſſion of dominion alone; are the fure - 
ſtandard by lhe we can reſolve the important queſtts—; 
on, relative to reigning powers, whether they are the 


with a common ſtandard or criterion, which, with great 


their Fruits. Is it not then pretty: - obvious, that. the 
doctrine of the Seceſſion, by an immode te ſtreich orf 
n 3 nw 122 ph ng? yup 5 are: 
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ſer ved betwixt tyrannical and virtuous powers? ls it 
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makes the conformity or diſconformity of the reigning 
1 . to the law and word of God, and not provi- 
„ E 


L 


„ owe ſtandard of determining anent their chaim of be- 
ing the moral ordinance of God, is couſonant both to 
| the religion of the goſpel, and the ſcope of this paſſage 
in the xiiith chapter of the Romans? The ſum of the 
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muſt be taken into their tonſideration, in fixing what 


ſubjection from the people, for conſcience fake. 


| larges the objects of the magiltratical duty. It adds 
the civil preſervation of the true Chriſtian religion, 23 


Profeſſion of Chriſt. This maxim,” clearly founded in 
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_| accordingly in their confeſſions of faith, under the no- 


fervarion of the true Chriſtian religion within the ſtate, 
they believed to be the duty of the magiſtrate as ſuch, 
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which is common to him with every other man. It 
vas their received opinion, that the preſervation of the 


eyery Chriſtian country; and that magiſtrates, in virtue 
of their office, were bound in duty to employ the 


makes a 
b felon the Scots — under article 24. our 


8 


not al ſo obvious, that the Preſbytry's doctrine, Which 


nce and the actual poſſeſſion of dominion alone, the 


| Whole is this, namely, that ſomething beſides providence 


rulers have, and what rulers have not a divine claim of ; 


7. The introduction of the goſpel into a vation en- 


an appendage 10 the office of magiſtracy, | in every coun- 
© try, which it hath gained over into its intereſt, and the 


kcripture, was held by our reformers in all the different 
periods of the reformation, and was entered by them 


tion of one great article of their creed. The civil pre- 
and not of the perſon of the magiſtrate as a man merely, 
true Chriſtian religion belonged unto the office itſelf in | 


powers of their office, in behalf of the goſpel, againſt | 
EY all the bpen add violent oppoſers thereof, whom, ia; the 
WE dialect of their own times, they called by the well-known 
| name and diſtinction of walignants. This docttine 
part of both the Scots and Weſtminſter con q 
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ö ee. themſelves - Ms « Moreover, « 
kings. priaces, rulers, aud magiſtrates, we affirm, that 


 zekiah, Jofias, and others highly commended for-rheit 


Chriſtian religion, within own his country; belongs to 


the nation; and by this it becomes the property. the 
| hoſtile attacks made upon it by all avowed and plotting - | 


ſtian religion is a religion divine in its otigin as pro- 
and poſſeſſion, beiog conveyed to them by God in the 
- vnto the people, as a nation, a national right to the enjoys. -/ 


. aud of which no power on earth og deprive : - 
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chiefly, and moſt principally, the conſervation and pur** _ 
gation of the religion appertain ; fo that not only they 
are appointed for civil policy, but alſo for Walti 
of the true religion, and for ſuppreſſing of idoſatry ane 
ſoperſtitions whatſoever : as in David, ]ehofaphat, He- 


zeal in that caſe, may be eſpied.” —In the Weſtmioſtet * | 
confeſſion; under chap. 23. our Reformers 'expreſs | 
themſelves thus: The civil magiſtrate—harh autho- | 
rity, and it is his duty, to take order, that unity and | 
peace be preſerved in the church; that the truth of | 
God be kept pure and entire; that all blaſphemies ane 
hereſies be ſuppreſſed ; all corruptions_ and abuſes ih 
worſhip and diſcipline prevented, or reformed ; and all 
tl ordinances of God. Toned, adwiniſtred, and ob. 
bat the civil defence. and preſervation of eats 4 


the civil magiſtrate, is agreeable to the diftates of found bo 
reaſon. _ When the Chriſtian religion bath -fpread_ - 
through any natjoo, and become the received | religion _ | 
of that nation, it certainly ought to be conſidered as the - 
peculiar gift of God, by his grace and providence, to 


moſt precious property of the nation, which it is their 
duty to preſerve inviolate, and 16 defend againſt all the | 


enemies, who, are at war with the commandments of _ | 
God and teſtimony of Jeſus, not only becauſe the Chri- 


ceeding from God, but becauſe it is their own property I 
channel-of his word-and holy providence, which gives 15 


ment of the Chriſtian religion, which they are bound 49] 
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mem. The genius of the Chriſtian religion, indeed;, | 
will not permit Fus Chriſtian to propogate its ſpred x 
co: ercive meaſures; but it well allows him, nay, makes 
It his indiſpenſible duty to repel forcg directed againſt 
it by force. Under whatever form the enemies of Chri- 
Kianity direct their oppoſition againſt it, and by what- 
ever means they make their attack; whether by word, 
write, or arms; vader the ſame form, and by the fame. 
means, as of word, write, and arms, are the friends of 
_ Chriſtianity called to ſtand forth in its defence. But 
where is the, power. of defending Chriſtianity, and pre · 
ſerving it inviolate, within the nation. againſt, the ate 
tacks of yiolence to be lodged ? ? Is it to be ſuffered to 
_ Fetmain with the people ſeparately, and to lie ſcattered 
through the different individuals of the ſtate at large? 
Or. like the power of detending civil property, is it to be 
collected, devolved upon, and committed into the hands 
of the magiſtrates of the ſtate, and exerciſed by them? 
The- anſwer of reaſon to theſe queſtions is, That the 
twofold power, that of defending civil property, and 
chat of defending Chriſtianity, -ought to be lodged with 
the ſame perſons, and cammitted into the hands of the 
magiſtrates of the ſtate; and that, therefore, the ma- 
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| gittrates of a Chriſtian: people ought ta be ſuch as will ti 
=. antiwer to the object of this important power lodged i in g 
© their hands, aud approve themſelves worthy. of the fa 
4 weighty truſt, upon which; in a great meaſure under f| t\ 
© God, the external ſafety and Peace at Chriſtiaviry wthis Ol 


3 the fate depends. . 

The object of the civil magiſtrate thus enlarged, it ee 
becomes: his manifeſt and indiſpenſible duty to act ex? tr 
tenſively as a terror to all evil works, to all that oppoſe C 
mem ielves violently to morality- and Chriſtiauity, and as re 
1 ! a praiſe to all good works, to all the true friends of mo- fo 
by &  xcality and Chriſtianity. In virtue of this he becomes an 
? eb a keeper of doth tables of the law, a ſupporter, F an 
t iS Acne dej of the, true Chriſtian religion, as well aa ot 
gs. ce . which raiſes bo to.the moſt * park ar. 
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knowledge. him as Lord over all, and to employ che 
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1 VENEERS a nuifing. father to the:trus Saber, 


God and Chriſt. This may diſcover to us in whay - 
manner kings and Judges. of the earth are.commanded - 
to kiſs the Son: and to ſerve the Lord with fear, Plaliiig 
and how they ought to honour-and-obey him, who hath 
on his veflure. and on his thigh a name written, Kix os 
KinGs AN LokD or Lok Ds. It is their duty to ac% 


powers of, their office in behalf of his intereſt, cauſe; 
and church, within their juriſdiction: It is their duty 
to take the true church of Chriſt under a diffinguiſhed © 
protection; and by ſo doing thoſe magiſtrates x polpably: 


declare that their power is devoted to the "Se of ih 


Meſſiah, in oppoſition to thoſe that give their powen 
unto the beaſt, by extending a diſtinguiſbed protein 

to his-worſhip and voi ſhippers.— If the magiſtracy of # _ | 
Chriſtian. people ſhall ceaſe to be a terror to evil, and aa 
praiſe. to good works; i, e., ſhall ceaſe to be à diſtin» | 
guiſhed terror to groſs hereſy, blaſphemy, ſuperſiiion, 
and idolatry, to the avowed enemies and profane. core 
rupters of Chriſtianity, and a diſtinguiſhed encourage - 
ment to ſound doQrine, and pure ordinances, to ue 
true church of Chriſt ; if they ſhall level all ihat diſtine- 
tion which their ſtation calls them 10 preſerve betwias 
good works and evil works, betwixt truth, - piety, _ | 
faithfulneſs, and hereſy, ſuperſtition, aud idolatry, be-; by 
twixt the ſound and the unſound profeſſor of religions * 
or, if they ſhall reverſe that di ſtinction which: ches 
ſtation calls them to preſerve betwixt good works, and | 
evil works, and ſhall become a diſtinguiſhed terrot 
truth, piety, and faithfulneſs, to the ſound profeſſar 
Chriftianity, and a diſtinguiſhed encouragement ways 3 
rely, ſuperſtition, and idolatry, to the unſouud 8 
for of Chriſtianity z can it be ſaid that ſuch magiſtra 

anſwer to the enlarged object of the i dury 
amongſt Chriſtians, the civil ſupport. and preſery maden 
of the religion of the goſpel? Can it be faid that: 


are lawful (i "ol . over a Chrise ro 
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30 not enjoy the ſame meads, nor can it be ſaid they 


bett to maintsla 3 Gait b6 fe 
2 agree to the character which. the apoſtle 

f magiſtrates. in the xijith chapter of the epiſile to the 

© Romans, à terror ner tb prod works, bur to dhe evil x the 
miniſter of God to thee for prod? = 

The apoſtle does not 1 us with a wioute had - 
foll derail of the various kinds of good and evil works, 
© which-are the object of the magiſtratical duty he leaves 


us to find out thoſe by ao accurate peruſal of the laws 


of Jehovah, from which human actions rake their * 
_ tific denominations of good and evil, as well as the | 
in which wagiſtrates are to act as a praiſe to good, — | 
& terror. to evil works. But it is abundantly obvious, 
chat we muſt underſtand both, with 'referegce- to the 
laws given, and the means of information beſtowed dy 
God upon a people, as fixing the extent, and defini 
_ the objects contained within theſe good and evil wor 
According to this obſervation, we will find that a vaſt : 
- difference; bought to be made betwixt the wagiltrates of 
2 Chriſtian,” and thoſe of a Heatheniſh country. Chris . 
ſliaa magiſtrates are under a more extenſive law; and 
they are furviſhed with beiter means of information 4. 
they ate under the obligation of Chriſtianity in theit 
exilted f tation, and they enjoy the law of ſupernatural 
_ Fevelation for their ſure ide But Heathen magiſtrates 


P onder the fame obligations. The apoſile leads us. 
mo this Giſtigction, When he affirms, That as many at 
_ have fined without -liw ſhall alfo periſh without law. 
end ar many as have finned in the law ſpall be judged iy 
ie law; and that the Gentiles not having the lau, ary. 
aa unte themſelves. The good and evil works, theres. 
- fore; that ly before the e e of a Chriſtlan bein 
- 8nd that ate ibe objects of their magiſtratical duty, are 
thoſe which are declared to be ſuch by the law of Chri- 
. Ningity, as well as by the law of morality; and the 
good and evil works that ly more immediately before 
— * Heathen — nn are N 


pee yur ep; mtg ny by the earl 25 


Hence it becomes the immediate, neceſſary. and adi 
penſible duty of Ohriſijan magiſtrates,” in their.exalte# 
ſtation, to act with regard to the laws of Chriſtianity; _ 
as well as thoſe of morality; on which account, more 
is incumbent upon, and conſequently more'is expetted 
from the magiſtracy of a Chriſtian country, than from 
the magiſtracy of a Heathen country. In this ſenſe ! 
apprehend we are to underſtand the apoſtle's dorine. 
That magiſtracy which may anſwer its object in part in. 
a Heathen country, is vaſtly inadequate to the 
and extenſive object of the magi ſtratical duty within a" 
Chriſtian reformed nation, profeſſing their faith in Chriſt 
and obedience to him. Tou may, with the ſame pro- 
priety, maintain, that the wearing apparel of a child of | 
four years old, is fit for the body of a full grown: pers. 
ſon at the age of thirty; as that the magiſtracy of a Hea® | _ 
then country is equal to the uſe and ends of magiſtracy © «OY 
amongſt Chriſtians, . Politicians and moraliſts can, with 
great fluency, point out the different kinds of government, . 
which are the moſt proper for nations, according to he 
reſpective improvements which they may have reached 
ie civilization, literature; virtue, aud an acquaintance-- ; | 
with the rights of mankind: I preſume, Chriſtians have 
as good authority to be equally peremptory, in regard 
to the ſcriptural qualifications which magiſtrates, ruling 
a Chriſtian people, reformed, or if you Will improved.” 
from barbarity to civilization; from Heatheniſm to Chri- - : 
ſtianity, ought to poſſeſs, in order to en 3 2 5 
adequate ruſers, or equal to their taſ e. a 5 
Now, as it will for ever remain an , ; 
truth, that all the ordinances af God are perfeRtycoms: | ; | | 
plere, and fally: adapted to accomplilh al}-the wiſe an 
good purpoſes; for which they are appointed by —_ 
whatever defects may attend thoſe-perſons who are em 
ployed in the adminiſtration of them, and as the ma. 
W * to: ha 
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Wins purpoſes of. magiſtracy e Ehrifeiet w I 
| le overlooks the diſtiaction af 4 
Heathen and a Chriſtian people, and that he ties down + 
the confciences of an improved, reformed, Chri ſtian 


ſuppoſe that the apoſt 


people, who are free ſubjects in their own land, to 4 


Heathen magiſtracy amongſt them, as God's ordinauce 
to them, muſt include the dilagreeable conſequences 


namely, that the ordinance of Jehovah is lame, wanting, 


and inadequate. —Far be ir from us once to imagine that : 
ſuch doctrine is contained in the directious, inftructions, + 
by the twelve apoſtles of the | 


and + 208 cant N 
Lamb. 5 


On the hol: 1 therefore kuwbly conclude, that 
Kei interpretation given by the Pretbytry of the xiüth 
chapter of the Romans, is more conſiſtent with the ſcope 
of the' paſſage, and the analogy of ſcripture, than the 
explanation put upon it by the Seceſſion, who make it 
 -the foundation of the ſcriptural lawfulneſs of every ma 


giſtracy among Chriſtians, that may 
approbation of an apoſtate majority. 
As to the practice of the a 


e to gain the 


Heathen nations, I think there is no reaſon to doubt, 


that they conducted themſelves peaceably, enjoying e · 
very privilege, not dependent upon a finful condition, 


that the differeat places in which they lived afforded to 


them; complying with every good caſtom not oppoſite 


ro their duty; ſubmitting to every virtuous regulation 
conducive to the intereſts of ſocisty; exerting their in · 
fluence to promote the happineſs of mankind; doing 
good to all, but. eſpeci 
bouſhold of faith ; regarding the rulers of the ſeveral 
Places as the magiſtrates of a Heathen people, diſlin · 


iſhing betwixt the virtuous and tyrannical, and con · 


ducting themſclves accordingly; praying for their oon 
verſion to the faith of the goſpel, and labouring in the 
duties of their various ranks for the ſalvation of the 


poſtles and the e | 
„ Chriſtian churches, who were ſcattered through the 


ially to them that were of the 


nos. man „ 


| people, and to * the nations forward to the ſtare 4 
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cular manner their immediate duty to form their mag!! 
ſtracy upon the ſcriptural Chriſtian plan; ſooner tba 
which it is not ſuppoſeable that the nations either would 
or could reform their ma giſtracy accordibg to ſcriptural - 


Chriſtian laws. | Had the apoſtles outlived the Heathes | 


niſm of the countries through which they travelled, _. 


and ſeen them take on the Chriſtian name, publicly 
profeſs their faith in Chriſt and obedience to him, 1 
make no doubt, that they would have appeared with 


more zeal, in. endeavouring to reform the civil conſti- ; 


tutions and magiſtracy, after the. Chriſtian ſcriptural | 


ttern, than ever a Kno-, a Melvil, and a Douglas did 


in theſe lands. And had the Chriſtianized nations, after 
the uſe of all due means, refuſed to become reformed 
in the great ordinance of magiſtracy after the Chriſt 

pattern: or, lues them to have been once mY 4 


ed; and to relap e into defection, and to be irreclaim- 


ably obſtinate in their apoſtacy, I make as little doubt, 1 


that the apoſtles would have appeared with a teſtimomy 


| againſt the apoſtacy of the nations more pointed, ham | 
ever the Reformed Preſbytry did, or were capable of 
doing agaĩuſt the united apoſtacy of the covenanted lands ; 


of Scotland, England, and Ireland. 4 
The Committee have faid, The practice of thols y 


Sho adhere to the Refornied Preſbytry, is, in lee 


caſes, à direct coutradiction of their avowed princi ples 5 


as is evident from their paying regularly, in commort | 
with other ſubjects, the ſeveral taxations impoſed by ; 
the preſent goverament, and their joining in procell 
carried before the civil courts, —But it will be ſaid, the | 
Anti- government people do not pay ceſs, and other 


taxes. Perhaps they do not, in their own perſons + : 
but if they fee another to do it for them it makes o 
great odds. Is not this a piece of vile Juggling ?—But | 

if any belonging to the Anti- government ſocietſes, and 

in ken communion with them ſhall DENY ni . | 
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hk or r reward, annually to, pay for them 1 u tun, 
or other aſſeſſments laid on the ſubject, by the Britiſh | 
parliament, does not this rather look like tampering = 
with conſcience, than acting agreeably to the diftates 
of it?” Gentlemen, perhaps your very intimate ac- 
quaintance with good oratory taught you to part with 
Your reader, on this ſubject, by leaving with' him ſome- 
thing great and impreſſive: But in the judgment of 
ſound intellefuals it turns out a childiſh puerility, like 
the moſt of your obſervations in the alterations of your 
Teſtimony, and in the other foot notes. I confeſs | 
there are ſome things worthy of notice in the old parts 
of your Book, drawn up dy the firſt miniſters of the 
Seceſſion. Had ſome of theſe men been alive, I am 
afraid, the alterations in your "Teſtimony would have 
been regarded by them as groſs vitiations, and the foot- 
notes as a real blemiſh. But why need I hint this, to 
tarnich the character of thoſe men, who poſſeſs abilities | 
' ſufficient to correct, aud poliſh the teltimonies of their 
old fathers. What connection, I pray you, have the 
practices of individuals with. the ſoundneſs and un- 
ſoundneſs of principles? Suppoſe the practice of every | 
Diſſenter were oppoſite to his principles, does that o- 
verthrow the goodneſs of bis cauſe? The goodneſs 45 
badneſs of a principle is totally diſconnected from 
practice of the profeſſor. Are there not ſome actions 
when clothed with certain circumſtances lawful, which, 
when ſtripped of thoſe circumſtances, are juſtly held | 
offenſive? Is there not a wide difference betwixt the 
failures of infirmity, and allowed deeds? Are there o 
external actions, the moral good and moral evil; or, 
the criminality and non-criminality of which, is to be " 
eſtimated from the ſtate of compulſion and free agency | 
wherein the actor is found placed. Were I to ſay no- | 
thing more upon this branch, you could not complain | 
that your note was left unanſwered. 

The Committee reckon law-proceſſes, and the pay- - 
ment of taxations, contradictory to the principles of 
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| mony, in a detached ſtate from the nations; "Ss they 


Dillznters. This is of a 9 5 with 0 many of your + 
people fooliſhly ſay, that © Diſſenters are not abe tg 
walk up to their principles, and therefore they muſt bs 


Walk up to his re ? There it not a juſt man upon 23 
earth, that deoet and ſinneth not. Is there an x 
branch of the ben law, pee branch of goſpel inſtitu- 
tions, or any branch of your Teſtimony, upon which 
Seceders can ſay their practice has been invariably up- 
right? Diſſenters have exiſted" many ſcores of years | 
profeſſing Chriſtian principles, and maintaining a Teſti-  * 


muſt have been more than human imperfect. creature, 
had not failings 1 in Chriſtian practices, and * 2 Teſti > 
mon appeared amongſt them. -{ 6 
Before your Committee had proceedei to hold'y 
to the world, what they reckon an inconſiſtency in Dif= | 
ſenters, the payment of taxations, and 3 1 
might it not have been a good preparatory to the doing 
of that, for Seceders to have pulled the beam ons £ 
their own eyes? Seceders have withdrawn themſelves 
- from the communion of the church of Scotland, and 
denied the authority of her miniſters over them; but is 
it not a fact, that they pay tiend to the miniſters of the 
church of Scotland, in common with the people of 
Scotland? Seceders have denied the authority of the 
biſhops of England and Ireland over them; but is it 
not a fact, that they pay tythe to the biſhops, in com- - - 
mon with the people of England and Ireland? Seceders 
denied the right of the Pretender to the Britiſh throne; | 
but is it not a fact, that ſome of them furniſhed Him, 
in his late attempt to mount the throne, with men, 
: horſes, and waggons, to tranſport his baggage, and with 
food to ſupport his ſoldiery ? Firſt caſt out theſe beams 
out of your own eyes, and then {hall you ſee clearly to 
caſt out the mote out of your Brethren's eyes. 1 
| 12 CERT 2 TILE 


wrong.” ls there any Chriſtian upon earth able s“ 


10 e fs Na 
But l in ſerious language, 1 0 not Prong 


1 1 "hw enlightened minds, and tender. .conſciences, can 
dae great pleaſure in having proceſſes before courts, 
_ conſtituted in the name, and ſitting under the authority 


| | if , of an Eraſtian head, and compoſed of judges qualified 


the judgment, and condemn us. [t is refuſed in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, that Diſſenters fee others annually to, 
pay for them the ceſs, or other taxes. From my in- 


Committee, not far off, has propogated the ſtory with 


againff the Seceding cauſe in itſelf? Or will the laws of 


3 
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to Prelacy; or in paying taxations unto a govern- 
. ment, robbing the Redeemer of his royal prerogatives, 
=. the, church of her ſpiritual privileges, and ſtrength - 
= enigg the intereſt of Roman antichriſt. If Seceders and 
WW: Difſetters are able to get over theſe ſcruples, then may 
we fear that the martyrs of the laſt age will riſe up in 


fancy I have been bred up amongſt Diſſenters, and to 
this day have continued within that body of profeſſors, 
and I ingeniouſly declare, that ſuch an inſtance never 
has come within the circle of my perſonal knowledge, 
I have conſulted thoſe of longer ſtanding amongſt Diſ- 
ſenters than myſelf, upon the ſubject; their anſwer was 
= they never knew an inſtance of the like. 1 ſhould be 
mn glad to hear the authority upon which your aſſertion is 
rreſted: eſpecially, as I am well informed, a member of 


wk of triumph, - has told it as the moſt. undiſputed . | 
and expatiared upon it, as if it alone were ſuffici- 
ent to, invalidate the diſſcoting cauſe.— But making the 
ſuppoſition, that the Committee, were able to produce 
We 3n joſtance of a perſon, employing another for fee, an · 
WE nually to pay for him the ceſs, and other taxations: 
= What, Gentlemen, i is the conclu ſian you mean to draw. 
from it; or what is the improvement you intend. ta 
make of it? I ſuppole you are all acquainted with many 
_* jaſtances of practical immoralities within the Seceſſion: 
but what argument can an adverſary make out of theſe. 


iS chart permit Diſſenters to fill up their * Teſtimony, with 
@ recital of ſuch facts, and diſſeminate them through all 5 
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head, when repulſed by the armour. of truth. No bo: 


the old Diſſenters, while yet the ſtrongeſt infiguations. 1 
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Boſton's ſermon on ſchiſm, the Aſſociate Preſbytry's © 
anſwer to Mr Nairn's reaſons of diſſent, and Mr Them. 
ſon's two publications, as a full proof of their doQtrine; © © 
Alt might not be an improper work for a leiſure hour, 
to trace Mr. Boſton's thoughts in his ſermon, and to 
ſhaw wherein that great man erred : Meantime, b. 
ſerve, his ſermon condemns the ſcheme of the Seceſlion + - 
as much as the Preſbytry. Mr. Thomſon's firſt publi- 
cation received an anſwer from Mr. Thorburn at Pent- 
land: his ſecond publication ſcarce merits an anſwer;  - 
being little elſe than a ſecond edition of his firſt, The © 
A ſſociate Preſbetry's anſwer to Mr. Nairn has been fully. 
confuted by the Reformed Preſbetry, in their judjciaF-. 
Teſtimony ; to the peruſal of which, 1 can heartily” 
concur with the Committee's defire. © © 8 


oh. Wound Wed at Ct. 


5” N — <q. 


—— 
. 
* a ® — 


1 
R 


_ 


\ »” 4.2 Os. R * ; PEI * 
n 3 GR a= 

oe ed. ct 

; m— — — 


"rt 


-- 


2 1 2 
7 2 wi 
— = — 2 ** k — * 
>, 
„ * * * 
. g 7 
— 2 
— 77 


„ Jeſoa, all neceſſary comforts. in life, an unſtinged death, 
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having, * REY all your „ animad... 
med. Preſbetry, as found in 
your Appendix; 


L rake my. preſent leave of you ; Ra- 
cerely wiching chat an. intereſt in our gracious Mediator 


and a glorious chun maybe. the ſure portion of . 
7000. 'Tam, fs 900 e 


$ x n ; . 
J en | Reverend Gentlemen, | e 
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JL} ideen of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


ge cordial Friend, 


1 by y 4 
— 4 # 90 


| JOHN M. MILLAN, 


"May 2d, 1780. | 


P. S. if the committee ſhall think proper to offer 2 
reply to this Letter, I Mall take the liberty to fart | 
unto them a good preparatory t to the doing of it; aud 
which, if properly e executed, I am ſure, will facilitate * 
. a reply. It is in ſhort this: That they would write © 

out, and publiſh a judicious, ſcriptural, foro A 

anſwer to Mr. Brown's Letter againſt the toleration of 1 

— idolatry, blaſphemy, &c.; and that then they would 
with the 8. ro inflict upon that reverend Fa- 
ther, the cenſure due to one of their own number, , 
- having vented in print, what the Committee call, when 
. found in the books of the Preſbetry, aer, my 
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